LETTER REVIEW COVER SHEET
(To be reviewed by the Governor’s office)

Today’s Date: August 19, 2014

From:  Commissioner David Cash, MassDEP

Deadline: August 25, 2014


1. Please offer a brief description of the letter
You have received a request from Jens Stoltenberg, the UN Secretary-Generals Special Envoy on Climate Change.  The request asks you to sign a Statement Putting a Price on Carbon.  The statement is seeking the support of national and sub-national jurisdictions and of business leaders:  “Governments pledge to work with each other and companies pledge to work with governments toward the long term objective of a carbon price applied throughout the global economy.”  

Your administration has played a central role in supporting the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), which, as a tradable emissions program, was the first program in the US to put a price on carbon.  Since launching, RGGI has demonstrated that pricing carbon reaps both environmental benefits (i.e., ~40% reduction in GHGs in the power sector since 2007) and economic benefits (~$1.6B net benefits in the region since 2007).

2. Is this letter responding to something (a statement, a letter)? If so, please describe the statement/letter and include a copy of it here .
See above.
3. If the letter is responding to another letter, when was the original letter received by your agency?  
July 1st.
4. What are the next steps after this letter is sent?
The statement will be launched at the 2014 Climate Summit held in New York in September.  The statement is intended to build political momentum and raise the level of ambition for climate action ahead of a global, legal climate change agreement in Paris next year.
Please Note: The manner in which you have been asked to express support is via an online entry at this website:
http://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/pricing-carbon
In the optional area entitled “Please share why your organization supports a price on carbon,” we recommend the following be entered:

By putting a price on carbon through our emissions trading program, we send the right signal to the market -- more efficient and lower GHG emitting sources will be rewarded.  Also, by pricing carbon through a trading program that auctions emission allowances, we use revenue from the auction to get added benefits to ratepayers by investing in energy efficiency and other clean energy programs.  The result is environmental protection and emission reductions and significant economic benefits.
In the optional area entitled “Please describe briefly why your organization is a climate leader,” we recommend the following be entered:

At the beginning of my administration we began maximizing the economic and environmental benefits of addressing climate change.  We changed how our energy system worked, reformed regulations and provided the right incentives.  The results have been impressive: 8 years ago, there were 3MW of installed solar power – today there are over 500MW in Massachusetts; 8 years ago, there were 3MW of installed wind power – today there are over 100MW; we have tripled our investment in energy efficiency, saved ratepayers billions of dollars and have been ranked #1 in the country in energy efficiency for three years. Today there are over 5,000 companies and over 80,000 people employed in the clean energy economy in our state and for the last 4 years, clean energy job growth has been between 6% and 12% per year.

