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Good morning.  Thank you for having me.  I am delighted to be here. 
Thank you for convening this week to work on a very important issue for our community, our Commonwealth and our country.  
When I first took office in 2007, I made a commitment to increase energy efficiency and grow the clean energy sector in the Commonwealth because I believe that we are better positioned than any other state in the country to capitalize on the good jobs, long-term economic growth and cleaner environment that come from an ambitious energy agenda.  And in today’s increasingly global economy, we have chosen to take bold steps to strengthen our independence as well.
The Commonwealth sits at the end of the energy pipeline and imports all of its fossil-fuel based energy sources from other regions of the country and other parts of the world including countries that are unstable or hostile to the United States.  We spend $22 billion every year to run our power plants, fuel our vehicles and businesses, and heat our buildings.  $18 billion of that comes from foreign sources, like Canada, South America and the Middle East.  Every dollar spent on foreign energy is another dollar taken away from our own Massachusetts economy.  
So we set out to create an energy agenda that would address our needs and our opportunities.  From the beginning, we recognized that energy efficiency needed to be our First Fuel.  
With the support of the Legislature, I signed into law a package of reform legislation that has catalyzed significant growth in the sector – growing renewable energy, sparking development of new technologies, addressing climate change and unleashing the potential of energy efficiency.   As a result of our nation-leading policies, we established the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center, to accelerate job growth and economic development.   Our Green Communities Act empowers the Commonwealth’s cities and towns to reduce energy use with renewable energy and energy efficiency investments.  More than 42 percent of Massachusetts residents from the Berkshire Mountains to Cape Cod – or 2.7 million people – live in one of the 86 Green Communities.  And through the Global Warming Solutions Act we’ve established aggressive goals to address climate change.  

We have developed a nation-leading clean energy agenda because it is the right thing to do for our environment, our energy independence and our public health.  And we made a bet that it would also be an economic engine with enough untapped potential to revive our economy. 

And now as we sustain that strategy in the second term, I am proud to report that it’s working.  Massachusetts ranks number one in America in energy efficiency, beating out California for the first time, because we are investing more per capita in efficiency measures today than any other state.  We’ve invested $2 billion over three years, locking in customer benefits worth $6 billion.  Through this investment in the cleanest, cheapest resource, Massachusetts’ households, businesses, organizations and local governments have benefited from lower energy costs and a more livable environment.  
We are on course to reach the most ambitious targets in the country to reduce greenhouse gas emissions – 25 percent below 1990 levels by 2020.  And working with our public utilities and communities, we have adopted a Clean Energy and Climate Plan comprising cost-effective policies and programs to help reach that target.  

We are meeting our goals thanks in large part to the leadership of our gas and electric utilities and service providers.  The MassSAVE program, sponsored by many of you here today, has been a tremendous success.  The wide range of services, incentives, trainings, and information you provide to our residents and businesses is vital to our continued progress to meet our energy efficiency goals.  Thank you for your continued leadership.

We are seeing the results of our ambitious agenda all across the Commonwealth.  In April, we flipped the switch on a new 22-acre solar project in Westford and earned the distinction of the Solar Champion Award.  Earlier this month, we cut the ribbon on a new transit center in Greenfield – the first zero-net energy transit center in America.  And just last week, the city of Newton became the first community in the Commonwealth to source 100 percent of its energy needs from renewable sources.  Very exciting.
As anticipated, all this is growing a whole new industry in Massachusetts.  Jobs in the clean tech sector grew at a rate of 6.7 percent last year and will grow at more than double that rate this year.  We have a large, diverse and growing clean energy sector with almost 5,000 companies and 64,000 workers.   Last month, Massachusetts reached 100 megawatts of solar power, up from just over three megawatts in 2007.  We now have solar projects in 331 of Massachusetts’ 351 cities and towns.
Our clean energy focus is having an impact on our overall economy as well.  Massachusetts continues to rank in the top ten states for job growth – adding 30,000 jobs in the first three months of 2012 alone.  Our unemployment rate has dropped to 6.4%, well below the national rate of 7.7%.  The Philadelphia Fed and a number of other sources report that we emerged from recession faster and stronger than most other states.  Our clean energy investments are vital to these results.  
We still have challenges.  In this region, where the cost of power is high, we still have work to do make the cost of alternative generation more affordable.  We will have to meet and adjust to changes in the economics that lower natural gas prices temporarily present.  And we have to continue to work together across state government with energy providers, businesses and cities and towns to meet and surpass our energy goals.  Massachusetts may lead the nation, but leading the world is where we’re headed.  

I’m proud of what we’ve accomplished in a few short years, and I’m really excited about where we’re going.  If we work together, and we continue to keep our sights set on our long-term results, we will bear our generational responsibility and leave behind a better Commonwealth than we found.  Thank you all for your leadership and your commitment to doing just that.
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