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Good morning.

Today is an important day for students across the state as they head back to school.  It is an important day for us too, as we reaffirm our focus on providing our students with a world-class education.

Thanks to our dedicated teachers and committed students, Massachusetts leads the nation in student achievement and classroom innovation.  We’ve made education our top priority because it’s the path to a more fulfilling life, a more rewarding career and a richer society.  I have personally experienced the transformative power of education and have a deep understanding of what a good teacher and a good school can mean to a young person.  

Our 29 outstanding public higher education institutions are at the heart of this mix and essential to the health of our workforce.  They host the skilled innovators, entrepreneurs and leaders that will graduate prepared to compete in the global economy and choose to enrich our Commonwealth by residing here.  Continuing to support this excellence is and will remain a challenge in the budget environment we are facing.  But by prioritizing education as part of an overall growth strategy, we will continue our investments in educational innovation and promote Massachusetts public higher education on the national and world stages.  

Today, we offer a down payment on the aspirations of our public college and university students through the Performance Incentive Fund.  I am so proud to be here today to celebrate the announcement of $2.5 million in awards for 18 public higher education campuses across the Commonwealth.  These grants will further the efforts of our institutions that now educate two thirds of the high school graduates who choose to remain in state to attend college. 

This first round of grants furthers the Vision Project, our state’s master plan for public higher education that encourages innovative thinking on campuses statewide to help close the achievement gap – one of my top priorities.  I am impressed by the multitude of initiatives that these campuses have dreamed up:

Framingham State College will redesign their Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics courses to increase student interest and engagement in STEM career fields.  Worcester State University will place Latino student teachers in public schools with high percentages of latino students to improve college readiness and college participation among such students.  Other campuses are launching innovative new programs with business and industry to make sure than when our students graduate they have all the training they need to take their place in our knowledge-based economy.  Programs like these help all students, regardless of background, stay on track to graduate with the necessary skills to compete and thrive.  
A world class, accessible system of public higher education is an important component of our growth strategy and our commitment to competing in the global economy.  And to get there, we must address the needs of all students, to ensure that each student meets his or her greatest potential.  Massachusetts already hosts the brightest graduates and strongest institutions in the country.  But best in the world is where we’re heading.  I look forward to hearing about the success of these initiatives.  

Thank you and congratulations. 
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