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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Diabetes is an incurable and debilitating disease that strikes without warning or reason and now affects more than 371 million people worldwide – including approximately 690,400 adults right here in the Commonwealth —10.22% of the Commonwealth’s population; and 
W

hereas A further 280 million people have pre-diabetes – including 1,721,400 Massachusetts residents – a condition that puts them at the highest risk for developing type 2 diabetes; and 
W

hereas Type 1 diabetes is one of the most common chronic diseases to affect children of all ages, while type 2 diabetes, once thought of as a disease affecting adults only, is increasing fast among children and adolescents; and 
W

hereas It is unclear what causes diabetes, but it is believed that genetics and environmental factors such as obesity and lack of exercise appear to play roles; and 
W

hereas Diabetes is the fifth-leading cause of death by disease in the United States and 50% of people with diabetes do not know that they have the disease; and 
W

hereas The United Nations General Assembly has designated the current World Diabetes Day, November 14, as an official United Nations World Health Day; and 

W

hereas An increase in community awareness of risk factors and symptoms related to diabetes can improve the likelihood that people with diabetes receive the attention they need before developing the disease and its devastating complications,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim November 14th, 2014, to be,
Massachusetts Changing Diabetes Day      
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twelfth day of November, in the year two thousand and fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-eighth.
               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
