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· I just want to say what a great day this is for Devens, for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and for our clean energy future.  This ribbon cutting is the culmination of a year and a half of work between my Administration and Evergreen Solar. I couldn’t be happier to be here with all of you.
· As many of you know, I first learned about Evergreen Solar when I was a candidate – once I took office (in fact, even before I took office), I began discussions with Rick Feldt, Evergreen’s remarkable CEO, and his team about what it would take to make this very manufacturing plant happen right here in Massachusetts. Today we have come full circle. 

· I want to thank, congratulate and acknowledge Rick and his team at Evergreen Solar. I also want to thank Secretaries Ian Bowles and Dan O’Connell who both put a lot of time personally into our work to attract Evergreen to expand in Massachusetts. I also want to congratulate MassDevelopment’s Bob Culver and our extraordinary team at the office of Business Development and everyone else in state government who has helped to make today possible.  
· Today’s event comes close in the midst of remarkable changes happening in Massachusetts. I want to thank Speaker Sal DiMasi and Senate President Murray; Senator Resor and Representative Eldridge, who have worked closely with us with a commitment to growing our clean energy industry, and helped us attract and retain pioneering companies like Evergreen Solar to Massachusetts.

· Just two weeks ago, I signed sweeping energy reform legislation. Not only does it remake the electricity market to put energy efficiency and clean renewable power at the core of our energy policy, it also does some special things for solar power. First, its so called “netmetering” provisions mean that solar owners will get a favorable rate when they sell their power back to the grid – this is good news for everyone thinking about investing in a solar alternative for their own home or business. Second, the legislation puts into law an idea that Rick Feldt and I discussed more than a year ago – putting the utilities into the solar business. This nation-leading provision allows the utilities to own and deploy solar. And, today, I issue the utilities a challenge – unleash your ingenuity to deliver the Commonwealth a major increase in solar capacity by the end of this calendar year.
· Evergreen’s investment in Massachusetts could not have happened at a more critical time.  Right now, dependence on foreign oil is creating growing economic issues.  Rising fuel prices are pushing up costs on commuters, homeowners and businesses at a time when they can least afford the pinch – we are going to face a hard winter this year with fuel prices so high and we all need to be prepared. Those concerns, coupled with growing concerns about climate change, are driving the need for clean, renewable energy sources that will ensure our stewardship of the environment for coming generations.  
· The state is doing its part as well, making a real commitment to grow the market for solar photovoltaic energy. When I joined Rick Feldt in announcing Evergreen’s manufacturing plant last year, I set a goal of increasing our base of solar power from 4 MW when I took office to 250 MW within 10 years – it is a big goal, but we are on our way. In January we launched Commonwealth Solar, a rebate program that uses existing renewable energy funds to defray the cost of solar installations – up to 60 percent of the cost for homeowners, and up to 40 percent for businesses. 
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