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[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you Chancellor Motley for that warm welcome, and for hosting us here today. 

We have a lot to be proud of in our education sector in Massachusetts and here at UMass.  We top the nation in student achievement and the world in math and science.  MCAS scores are up again.   After years of disinvestment, we are rebuilding our public higher ed campuses.  Enrollment is up and there are truly remarkable and innovative programs happening on every campus.  More and more people are getting their chance at the American Dream at our schools.

But with almost 227,000 people looking for work, there is a lot more work to do. 


These scholarships are a step in the right direction.  We are encouraging students to pursue studies in the high-needs fields where we have thousands of job openings.  Step by step, we are better aligning our public colleges and universities to meet the workforce needs of our growth economy.

We need more STEM majors, health care majors, and also business and finance majors.  We must do more to provide the talent, the high-skilled and middle-skilled employees that business and industry need in order to thrive in Massachusetts. 

That’s why investments such as this one, to keep public higher education affordable and aligned with our most pressing workforce needs, make sense for every resident of the Commonwealth. 


But there is more we can do to make a college education more affordable, accessible and relevant for the students of our state.   We have made great strides in higher education, especially with our community college reforms last year, and through initiatives like the scholarships we are announcing today.

The budget I proposed in January will fully fund that reform effort, will raise our investment in state universities and here at UMass, and reinvigorate the MassGrants program to make sure everyone can get to college, no matter their income.

Since I proposed that budget, I have been traveling all over the state having discussions about the kind of Commonwealth we deserve to live in, and the investments we must make to get there. 

What I’ve been hearing is that almost all of us agree that we can accelerate our growth, create many more jobs, and significantly strengthen our economic outlook by deepening our investment in transportation and education.  That is what my budget proposal is all about.

But let's also be clear: there are lots and lots and lots of unmet needs. Lots of them. And we are not going to be able to meet those unmet needs without new revenue.

As you know, we are asking our citizens to pay a little more and to grow a lot more jobs and create a Commonwealth that is stronger now, and for the next generation.  That, I am convinced, is what comes from investments in a first-rate education and transportation system.  Business leaders, economists, policy makers and regular moms and dads agree.  And though the conversation about taxes is never easy, the time is at hand to have it if we want faster and more broad-based growth. 

The students who are here today, the recipients of these scholarships, and the rest of you who understand the stake we have in our future, and making sure everybody has the opportunity to receive a college education, I am asking for your help. 

I want you to go out and engage. Engage. Engage with the members of the legislature.  Engage with the members of the legislature who are nervous and uncomfortable about a so-called tax vote.  Remember and remind them that taxes are the price of civilization.  These are not careless questions, they are not idle or lightly-taken asks. This is a big deal. 

	I need you to talk to your neighbors and family members, too. Talk to them about our generational responsibility – that we must invest today to leave a better and stronger Commonwealth for those who come after us. 

This is not an abstract question about taxes.  It's about whether the vision of the Commonwealth we share is important enough to share, or to leave to chance.  I think it's important enough to share, and that's why I choose growth.  Congratulations to today’s recipients.   Now I would like to introduce Secretary of Education Matt Malone. 
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