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· We face a tight fiscal situation this year and we are looking hard at every savings, every reform, every efficiency.  Even with those cuts, there are some areas where we are going to have to make tough decisions.  

· But in places like education we must continue to make the smart investments, even in these tight times.  The vision we have for the growth and success of this Commonwealth requires a world-class system of public education, one that prepares every student for the world and workforce of tomorrow.  Our schools are our best tool for ensuring economic and social success now and in the years to come, and they need our continued support.    
· 
· I’m happy to announce today that in our budget will propose to increase funding for our schools by $368 million in FY09.

· For the second year in a row, we propose to double the amount of funding for Extended Learning Time grants.  This additional $13 million will allow over 8,900 students to participate in a lengthened school day.

· Because we know the value of investing in early education, we will include a $15 million increase in funding for Universal Pre-Kindergarten, a 200 percent increase over FY08. This funding will allow for an estimated 892 new classrooms to give over 14,000 children strong beginnings for the school years ahead.

· Our budget also features $43.2 million to transition 440 kindergarten programs from half-day to full day and give instructors more of the time they need to build student proficiency in basic skills right from the start. 

· While Massachusetts consistently ranks at the top in education nationwide, a persistent achievement gap remains between students of different racial and economic backgrounds.  We propose investing an additional $4.5 million in chronically underperforming schools and districts and will also include in our budget an additional $2 million to help close the achievement gap through MCAS Low-Scoring Student Support programs. 

· We have proposed $2 million for dual enrollment programs that allow 2,000 high school students to earn college credits while completing their high school education, a $1.5 million increase in the METCO program; $234 million for the Circuit Breaker, which partially reimburses cities and towns for Special Education residential placement; and $81.7 million for Charter School reimbursements.

· In a world and economy that changes faster everyday, we know that cost of inaction and neglect in education is far too high.  We can’t put the futures of these students in jeopardy and simply tell them “Sorry, it was a tough budget year.”  I look forward to working with my partners in the legislature in bringing these proposals to life, and bringing world-class education to every community in the Commonwealth.
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