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Welcome back to the State House.  I am pleased that we are here today to commemorate March as “Social Workers Month” in the Commonwealth.  
I am honored to participate in today’s event and to be surrounded by such a strong and vibrant community, one that features some of the most extraordinary, dedicated and skilled employees in the Commonwealth, and in the country.  While your endeavors are truly celebrated every day, I am proud that we are here today to commemorate all of your hard work and accomplishments.
It is through you that our fiscal and social policies come to life, both in the work that you do and the things that you see.  
Now, we all know that there is no magic formula for success in life.  Success often begins with a great education, with teachers committed to their profession and students alike;  it continues with an opportunity to work for an honest wage, to develop and demonstrate skills; and it is maintained throughout by a genuine community, a family of adults and others who involve themselves, who help you to see the stake we all have in each other.  
That is our agenda.  Schools, jobs and civic engagement.  That is the agenda we are trying to drive in this Commonwealth, so that we can make that American story possible for the next generation, and for generations to come.  And we’re making progress.  
We reconstituted the Interagency Council on Homelessness and Housing to better coordinate programs and develop initiatives.
We submitted CORI reform so that some youthful mistakes don’t become life sentences.
We have distributed more money in Chapter 70 and public education than any administration in the history of the Commonwealth, and we have increased support for extended learning time and all-day kindergarten. 
We placed some $40 million into the affordable housing trust fund and doubled the Soft-Second program.
We increased support for workforce training, so that people have the skills to do the jobs that we need to fill.
We have three-hundred thousand individuals who were without health insurance last year, now insured.
And you all were – and are – instrumental in the effort to bring tax fairness to Massachusetts by lowering the corporate tax and closing corporate tax loopholes.
But there is more we can do.  
You don’t have to be an economist to feel concern when prices at the pump are more than $3 and rising
.  Just last week “The Washington Post” noted that basic costs – milk, eggs, vegetables and bread – have increased about 10% since 2006
. Ten percent.
In times like these, it is essential that we work together to shape our priorities.  Your input is critical as we try to effectively target and maximize our investments.
I know I also speak for my colleagues in the Legislature when I say how helpful your advice has been already.  So please keep it up.  Keep sharing your thoughts, your ideas, and your experiences with us.  This dialogue is critical. 

And please share what you know with your communities.  Share with people the importance of seeing their own stake in the dreams and struggles of others.  You are in a unique position to bring that to life for people throughout our Commonwealth.

I thank you for coming today.  I look forward to continuing our dialogue.
� “Massachusetts gas prices increase after surge in crude oil,” Boston Globe, 25 February 2008


� “Inflation Hits the Poor Hardest,” Washington Post, 21 March 2008
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