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Ladies and Gentlemen, I am here today to repeal a 1913 law.  A radical and divisive law that was designed around the fundamentals of discrimination and injustice.  This country was founded on the idea that there are no second-class citizens.  The entire progress of our history has been fortified by that tenet.  By repealing this law, Massachusetts is leading the way on the signature civil rights issue of this era.  I am truly happy to celebrate the achievement of another significant part of that great narrative which is Massachusetts history.  

I have heard it said that allowing marriage equality in this state or any other represents a threat to the institution of marriage, and through that, the stability of society itself.  Marriage equality has been a part of life in Massachusetts for years now.  We can see clearly that the sky hasn’t fallen.  
We do not suffer as a society by allowing adults to make decisions about whom they choose to marry.  We do suffer as a society when we propose that a significant portion of our population has its rights taken away by their neighbors.  This is the proposition that undermines our society; not marriage equality.    
Here in the Commonwealth, we had the choice to maintain our leadership in securing for every resident of Massachusetts the basic rights promised to them as citizens, or to take a great lurch backwards.  Today, this Commonwealth reinforces the idea that people should come before the law as equals.  Today, this Commonwealth illustrates that this is not just about gay and lesbian couples and families, but about all of our families, and the community of citizenship that binds us all together.



This is a great day for Massachusetts, and I want to thank you all for coming tonight, and for the work that many of you have done to help preserve the fundamental rights secured in this decision.  As your Governor, I have been proud to observe your efforts and to help in whatever capacity I was able.  What we fight for today are ideals that are firmly rooted in our past, but essential to our future.  Thank you very much for all of your support.  It’s an honor to be with you all, thank you.
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