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A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval L. Patrick
W

hereas In the United States, more than half of all people living with HIV/AIDS and newly infected with HIV each year are members of the African American community, yet the community makes up twelve percent of the general American population; and 
W

hereas AIDS is the leading cause of death for black women between the ages of twenty-four and thirty-four. Among women, blacks account for two-thirds of all new infections; and 
W

hereas Recent Center for Disease Control and Prevention studies estimate nearly half of all black gay and bisexual men in America’s urban areas are already infected; and 
W

hereas The AIDS epidemic is disproportionately devastating people of African descent, and the solutions to ending this plague will be found within those communities; and 
W

hereas The National Caucus of Black State Legislators (NCBSL), the National Organization of Black Elected Legislative/Women (NOBEL/Women), and the Black AIDS Institute are hosting community events to recognize this day and its importance to black Americans and all concerned citizens; and 
W

hereas This observance is a nationwide effort to mobilize African American communities to get informed, tested, treated and involved with HIV/AIDS, as it continues to devastate black communities, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim February 7th, 2007, to be
Massachusetts Black HIV/AIDS 

Awareness Day
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this sixth day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirtieth.

By His Excellency

Deval L. Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

