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I’m Governor Patrick.  Assalam Alaikum.

I want to take this opportunity to wish you all, Muslims across Massachusetts and New England, a very blessed Eid ul-Adha holiday.  Eid Mubarak!
[bookmark: _GoBack]While I know there are a number of important themes to draw from this holiday, the emphasis on sacrificing for those in need has always struck a special chord with me.  If it were not for the sacrifices that my family and my community made for me, I would have never made it out of the South Side of Chicago and become your Governor. 

I recognize that Muslims across Massachusetts are sacrificing to make their families, neighborhoods and communities stronger. 

And I thank you for contributing to our great state.  We’re all in this together.  The idea of common cause and common destiny has been leaking out of public leadership and government for a long time, certainly public rhetoric about government.  But this is one community, one Commonwealth, and the Muslim community in all of its forms and all of its places makes the Commonwealth stronger, make no mistake about that. 

Young and old, you all are a vibrant and valued part of our Commonwealth.  I’ve always believed that government can be a powerful community if it chooses to be, and that it is the job of those of us who serve to actually care about the people we serve. I have a stake in fighting for you and your families because it could just as easily and quickly be my family on the line next.
	
I also wanted to thank the great work that the ISBCC does for communities across the Commonwealth.  Your dedication to service, education and social justice for all is an inspiration.  

I am convinced that there isn’t a single challenge that we face in this state or in this country that can’t be surmounted by a renewed sense that we have a stake in each other’s dreams and struggles as well as our own.

God bless, and Eid Mubarak!
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