

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Emancipation Proclamation Day
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

A Proclamation

His Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick

Whereas  This nation was founded under the curse of slavery, the first African slaves arriving in Virginia and Massachusetts only a few years after the first English settlers came in 1607 and 1620; and

Whereas  In the 1800s Massachusetts became the center of the abolition movement, was home to many important abolitionists, and was the location of significant protests against the draconian Fugitive Slave Law of 1850; and

Whereas  A terrible Civil War began in April, 1861, a war whose root cause was the continuing existence of slavery in many of the states of the Union; and

Whereas  On September 22, 1862 President Abraham Lincoln signed the “Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation”, in which he offered to restore the constitutional relation between the United States and any states then in rebellion, provided that such states would adopt abolition of slavery; and

Whereas  In the same document, President Lincoln announced that on the first day of January in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three he would proclaim that all persons held as slaves within any State the people whereof should then be in rebellion against the United States would be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and

Whereas  On January 1, 1863 at approximately two o’clock in the afternoon, President Lincoln signed the actual Emancipation Proclamation, proclaiming that – none of the states in rebellion having agreed to abolish slavery – all persons held as slaves in the states which he designated as in rebellion against the United States were as of that date, thenceforward, and forever free; and

Whereas  In the same proclamation President Lincoln announced that the Executive government of the United States, including the military and naval authorities thereof, would recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons and that such persons would be received into the armed service of the United States; and

Whereas  Massachusetts was the home of the famous Massachusetts 54th Colored Infantry whose assault on Fort Wagner in July, 1863 did so much to convince white Americans, southerners and northerners alike, that black men were willing to fight and die for freedom; and

Whereas  January 1, 2013 marks the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation, which brought forth a new birth of freedom for this nation,

Now, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim January 1, 2013 to be,

Emancipation Proclamation Day 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this xxxth day of xxxx in the year two thousand and twelve, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

By His Excellency                 

Deval L. Patrick                     

Governor of the Commonwealth  

William Francis Galvin             

Secretary of the Commonwealth 
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

