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Good afternoon and thank you for being here.  
I am honored to join Mayor Menino, Senate President Murray, Secretary Bialecki, Dr. Windham-Bannister, Robbi Lycette, Bob Coughlin and Jim Rooney to celebrate the decision to bring the BIO International Convention back to Boston in 2012.  
In 2007, when the conference was last in Boston, we were proud to host over 20,000 industry leaders here, and in their presence to propose our $1 billion, 10-year life sciences initiative.  One year later, on the eve of the San Diego conference (which the Senate President, Speaker DiMasi and I attended together), we signed that legislation and created the Life Sciences Center.  Today, as the decision to bring the conference back confirms, Massachusetts is one of the undisputed centers of the life sciences universe, discovering and commercializing cures and treatments for those who suffer and creating jobs for our residents.  And we are just getting started.

We appreciate the decision to bring BIO back to Boston and look forward to welcoming you, Jim, and all your colleagues in the industry to the most successful conference yet.  

We also look forward to showcasing the incredible advances in human healing and economic opportunity that our own life sciences super cluster will achieve.  And I want to end on that hopeful note.  

There are times, I know, especially in the midst of today’s economic challenges, when people are tempted to shrug their shoulders in defeat.  But not in this industry.  Where others see impenetrable darkness, the people in life sciences see a flicker of light -- one chromosome, one strand of DNA, one enzyme -- that can illuminate the world in a whole new way and lead us to the solutions that relieve profound suffering.  That is what the life sciences are about here in Massachusetts.  It is a thing to behold, and worthy of our special support. 
I look forward to a great reunion in 2012.  Thank you.
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