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I thank you very much for inviting me to be with you on this very special occasion on this very special campus.  I remember last year I was here in September to celebrate the opening of the Amherst Center for Community Engagement, and that was just as the leaves were changing, and the cold weather was coming on.  It is good to be back just in time to watch the winter wear off and see everything return to life.  I appreciate the auspicious invites.
Today we mark a milestone in the history of this institution, and the system of public higher education that it represents as a flagship campus.  In thinking of the history of this institution, I am reminded of the extraordinary history of education in this Commonwealth, and all that that has meant to us.  Massachusetts was one of the first states to require a public education for every citizen.  John Adams, a school teacher in Worcester before becoming an icon of American democracy, wrote into our constitution that our fundamental liberties will “depend on spreading the opportunities and advantages of education in the various parts of the country, and among the different orders of the people.”
Our Commonwealth is the home of Boston Latin, America’s first free public school; of Harvard, America’s first college; of Mt. Holyoke, America’s first college for women; of Perkins School for the Blind, America’s first school for the sight-impaired.  For centuries, we have been a leader in education because our forebears appreciated that education was about advancing civilization and securing our future.

145 years ago today, this campus took its place in that history when Governor John Andrews – whose portrait hangs in my office today – signed federal legislation granting the land that would become this campus. 

Today, no other place in America is as well-positioned as Massachusetts to be the model for real, progressive, consistently excellent educational achievement.  We continue to lead the nation, with student achievement that sets the standard for other states, a remarkable concentration of brain power and innovation in our higher education, and an economy fueled by the knowledge and creativity incubated in our schools.

In higher education we offer an unmatched concentration of resources and opportunities.  And the opportunities for highly skilled graduates to find a good job at a good wage in an innovation industry are second to none in the world.  More than any military or financial might, it is our intellectual progress that has defined Massachusetts.  Indeed, as we learned on our trip to China last year, our pre-eminence in education is our calling card around the globe.  That was one of the reasons President Wilson was able to establish educational exchanges between the University of Massachusetts and premier Chinese institutions.  

But we must recognize that a glorious past does not guarantee a glorious future.  The world outside our classrooms keeps changing.  Faster and faster all the time.  As it has since its founding, this institution must remain at the forefront of change if we hope to remain competitive.  
Our students are preparing to enter an economy that no longer knows borders.  The skills and talents they offer will be measured against those of people in Shanghai and Bangalore as well as in Raleigh and San Jose.

China is building a university the size of UCLA every year for the next ten years. Imagine that.  While the United States will graduate 70,000 engineers this year, India is graduating 350,000 engineers this year, China will graduate 600,000 engineers this year.  If the human capacity is being built in other places faster and more effectively than here at home, then the capital investments will follow.
Today, our Commonwealth is working to lead the way in areas like clean energy and the life sciences.  These are not only growing industries whose success is vital to our economy, but global issues whose progress is important to all humankind.  
To cope with these new realities we have been hard at work.  We have invested in expanding educational opportunities by significantly increased funding for all-day kindergarten and doubling the number of schools eligible for extended learning time.  We’ve added resources for science, technology, engineering and math grants, and raised Chapter 70 funding for local schools to the highest level in our history.  

Our budget proposal for the coming fiscal year funds innovative and essential education initiatives across the Commonwealth.  In addition to an historic, $223 million boost to Chapter 70, we are proposing over $51 million to address the improvement of programs geared toward improving the systemic structure of education in Massachusetts, from early education, through K-12 and higher education.  
In higher education, we brought forward a $2 billion bond bill to address long-overdue building or renovation projects at every one of the Commonwealth’s community and state colleges and at each of the University of Massachusetts campuses including repairs here to Machmer Hall and Lederle Research Center, as well as a new science laboratory.  
Last June we launched the Commonwealth Readiness Project, our effort to re-envision the way we deliver public education in Massachusetts today.  We want to create a seamless system of public education that leads from pre-K and early education to K-12 and higher ed and into the workforce.  We initiated our Readiness Project by bringing together educators, business leaders and community advocates to put together a plan to implement this vision for the future of public education in Massachusetts.  Some 200 individuals are involved in developing recommendations.  I expect their recommendations in the weeks to come.  
These are just some of the things we have in motion.  I am confident that UMass Amherst will continue to be a partner and a leader in our effort.  You will continue to adapt and achieve with the same success that you have demonstrated for 145 years.  
As I close, let me illustrate that point.  If Governor Andrews, on the original Founders Day, had hoped to visit from Boston, he would have been forced to plan for two days of travel, each way.  Probably more.  Today, we made the trip from the State House in a little over two hours of driving.  But the true measure of change is that you students could make the trip from here to Boston.  Then you could catch a flight, and in less than a day, be on the other side of the globe, studying at your counterpart institutions in China. 
In the new demands of the new world, I couldn’t be prouder to see the wonderful work of this learning community reach every corner of the globe.  We look forward to helping you fully inhabit the roles and responsibilities of the flagship campus of the University of Massachusetts.  Congratulations and thank you all again.
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