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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas The Charles W. Morgan is the last remaining wooden whaling ship in the world, and the oldest American commercial ship afloat; and

W

hereas The Charles W. Morgan was originally launched on July 21, 1841 at the Hillman Brothers Shipyard in New Bedford Massachusetts and is an important piece of the Commonwealth’s maritime and whaling 
history; and

W

hereas The whaling industry once helped foster a thriving economy in the Bay State, sending whaling vessels out on 11,189 voyages from 1698–1937.  New Bedford, Nantucket, and Provincetown ports ranked 
first, second and third in the number of American whaling voyages during that period; and
W

hereas The recently restored Charles W. Morgan will begin her “38th” voyage in the summer of 2014, stopping at five Massachusetts ports; and
W

hereas In the nineteenth century the whaling industry ranked as the third largest industry in New England, only being surpassed by the textile and shoemaking industries in terms of capital and numbers employed; 
and 
W

hereas Whale preservation and whale watching are both significant components of Massachusetts culture and history.  
W

hereas Educating our young people about the economic and cultural history of Massachusetts is of the utmost importance,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim June 28th to July 6th 2014, to be, 
Week of the Charles W. Morgan 
Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twenty-first day of May, in the year two thousand and fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-seventh.








By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
