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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas  The number of Massachusetts citizens who possess health care proxies is low, resulting in patients not receiving the type of care they would want at the end of their lives; and
W

hereas The Massachusetts Medical Society, the Massachusetts Commission on End of Life Care, Better Ending Partnership, the Hospice and Palliative Care Federation of Massachusetts and other organizations and individuals are working to increase the number of people who possess a health care proxy – a simple document designating a trusted relative or friend to make health care decisions for them if they are unable to make them for themselves; and
W

hereas A health care proxy increases the likelihood of a person receiving the type of health care that is consistent with his or her beliefs and values; and 
W

hereas We urge Massachusetts citizens to discuss health care decision-making with a relative or friend, with the goal of creating a health care proxy, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim April 16th,  2008, to be,
Health Care Proxy Day
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this tenth day of April, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
