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“Conservationist of the Year” Nature Conservancy Reception 
 
What:
You will deliver brief remarks to accept the Nature Conservancy’s “Conservationist of the Year” award.  You will be introduced by Wayne Klockner, Executive Director of the Nature Conservancy of Massachusetts. 

Purpose:
This is an opportunity to thank the Nature Conservancy, as well as the people in your Administration who have worked tirelessly at meeting your goals to protect our environment. 

Audience:
Nature Conservancy Board Members, senior leadership at EEA, and representatives from the Nature Conservancy’s partner organizations. 

Message:
You are proud of the work we have accomplished in conserving land, preserving and protecting the environment. These investments will create and brighter and healthier Massachusetts for the next generation. 



Governor Deval L. Patrick
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Thank you, Wayne for that warm welcome.  I accept this honor humbly and on behalf of Secretary Sullivan and a team of passionate public servants I work alongside, many of whom are here today. 

	Together with them, and with you, we have accomplished a lot. 

	At a time when other states have decreased their investments in land conservation programs, we have taken the long view and have invested in our future. 

Our investment of nearly $300 million for land and parks projects has not only conserved land, but in turn protected local drinking water, sustained communities’ character, provided children with a place to play, and sustained jobs in forestry, farming and tourism. 

 Working together, we have completed projects that previous Administrations have only talked about: 
· Brushy Mountain in Leverett, the largest private land conservation deal in the Commonwealth in almost 100 years. 

· Habitat Reserves to protect our 10 contiguous ecosystems across the state.

· 150 new municipal parks mainly in our Gateway Cities.
· 142 farms protected. 
· A bold new direction to manage our state forests.

Beyond conserving land, we have created a first-in-the nation Division of Ecological Restoration to help improve the health of rivers, and streamline restoration regulations and adopted stream-flow standards.

 	Through the Oceans Act, we developed a comprehensive management plan to serve as a basis for the sustainable use of our oceans and coastal waters, including new siting and performance standards. 

Of course, there is still much to do. But I think we’re on the right track. And it means a lot to me and my team that judging from this honor, you think so, too. Thank you. 
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