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Good afternoon and thank you for coming.  We are announcing the results of a study that rates Massachusetts first among the states in entrepreneurship.  It is the latest in a series of important economic studies that show that Massachusetts has good bones.  We all know about the challenges we are facing across our economy, and we all know that the reasons behind those challenges are national and even international.  

But that doesn’t mean we should put on the brakes here in the Commonwealth.  On the contrary, we should make every reasonable and responsible investment we can so that when we cycle out of this downturn, we are positioned at the top of the list to seize the unique opportunities that will be there for the taking.

One reason I want to highlight this report is because it affirms what has always been true in Massachusetts, that we are an incubator for ideas.  Our primary capital has always been our intellect.  From the world-class colleges and research universities like Babson to the life sciences, IT, green economy, and health care industries, Massachusetts has always been a pioneering force in the country and around the world.  People look at Massachusetts for innovation, new thinking and creativity and Massachusetts consistently delivers.  

This is the type of good news that has long-term benefits for the state because it makes it easier to market Massachusetts on several levels.  Institutions of higher education can market the opportunity that will await graduates right here in the Bay State.  Companies looking to expand into Massachusetts will find a well-qualified, entrepreneurial workforce.  And existing companies here in the Commonwealth will take a second look at our cities and towns for potential expansion, rather than going to other states that dangle tax breaks but little else.  In short, this type of report helps demonstrate to different groups of people that Massachusetts is a great place to live, work and raise a family.  

I am also glad to see the small business community represented here.  You are the engines of growth that Massachusetts has always relied on, in good times and bad.  We know that, as big and important a partner as large corporations are, it is the small business owners who drive the Commonwealth’s economy forward.  These men and women from across the state devote their time, their sweat, and most of all their passion to a singular belief in their idea and their product.  I hope that you will keep the flame of optimism alive inside you.  
I am excited to continue to work with our friends in the private sector, legislators, and education leaders to foster this type of positive development in the Bay State.  While the newspapers continue to focus on anxious economic news, I want the people of Massachusetts to know that we are continuing to make progress even in the face of tough times.  Against an uncertain backdrop, it is important that we keep tapping into our innovative spirit, that we continue to search for solutions.  Today’s announcement is further proof that we will get through these times and that, provided we keep governing and we keep going, we will be in a position to take off when the time comes here in Massachusetts.  Thank you for being here.        
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