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Good morning and thank you all for being here.  This is an exciting day for the life sciences sector in Massachusetts.  I am glad to be here alongside the visionaries from Biocell Center, business leaders, and all the people who help push the life sciences forward in Massachusetts to celebrate the opening of this North American Headquarters.  
It is no accident that this company is expanding from its European base to the Greater Boston area.  We have been working in partnership with them to create a climate for growth in this field.  This is an important announcement for two reasons.  First, by creating jobs today and tomorrow -- plans are to triple the number of employees over the next year -- this opening is one more brick on our path to economic recovery.  Second, by expanding its tissue bank and work with amniotic stem cells into Massachusetts, Biocell brings new hope to the families who are searching for a cure to some of the world’s deadliest diseases.  Job creation and the manufacture of hope for sick people is a powerful combination for our Commonwealth, and I am proud to welcome Biocell to Medford.
 

I am especially pleased by the spirit of collaboration between Biocell and our native strengths in Massachusetts.  We are home to the world’s leading academic and research institutions, fertile ground for scientific discovery and medical progress.  The company is working closely with Dr. Windham-Banister and the team at the Life Sciences Center who are implementing our $1 billion investment in the life sciences.  Already, Biocell is partnering with the Mass Eye and Ear Institute on its first application for NIH grant funding.  I hope it is the first of many life sciences successes for us.  


As the latest life sciences company to take root in Massachusetts, Biocell is also helping develop our international partnerships.  This is what economic opportunity looks like in the 21st century:  the entrepreneurs and forward-thinking leaders coming together across borders and meeting challenges together for the betterment of our larger communities.  The potential of these types of partnerships is a source of great optimism for me as I look forward to the better tomorrows I know are ahead, and I am grateful to go down that road with the fine people of Biocell.  Thank you again for coming and congratulations.
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