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· I want to thank the AFL-CIO Executive Council, the labor community and the working families that you represent for putting you considerable support behind our resort casinos jobs initiative.  
· I know that all of you have seen – in your local schools, in your roads and bridges, in your property tax bills – the consequences of 16 years of neglect and inaction.  I’m glad that you share our sense of urgency around the need for economic development and long-term job growth.
· Our resort casinos proposal is a responsible, forward-looking strategy for bringing good jobs at good wages to every region of the state, helping us not only to secure the futures of working families, but to also generate sustainable revenues for services that families and businesses need and want.
· 
· Passing this bill will help us retain the estimated billion dollars that Massachusetts residents spend in Connecticut every year, spurring up to $2 billion in new economic activity.  With the casino revenue, licensing fees, and tens of thousands of jobs for the Commonwealth, we plan to significantly reduce the burdens on families by lowering property taxes for tens of thousands of homeowners, fund transportation projects to strengthen our overall economic competitiveness, and increase local aid to every city and town in the Commonwealth.. 

· We are proud to have the AFL-CIO join that effort.  Your endorsement – and engagement – sends a very clear message that this initiative will benefit working families and communities, and strengthens our Commonwealth.

· We have developed a broad-based agenda around jobs, schools and civic engagement.  Our casino jobs bill is one piece of our overall economic growth strategy.  

· Our job growth strategies are working.  Last year, in the face of national economic unease, the Massachusetts economy created over 20,000 new jobs.  Even in a difficult fourth quarter, our economy continued to expand at almost four times the pace of the national economy
. 

· We have moved from 49th in the country in job creation under previous administrations to ____th
 last year.  And measures we have taken to enhance competitiveness have us ranked in one study as the most competitive state in the nation, and number two in a second study.  

· 
· 
· But to keep our job growth momentum going, we have got to make smart, targeted investments to strengthen us in both the short and long-term.  Even in fiscally challenging circumstances, we should focus on areas where we can grow jobs and economic security.  We must make investments in clean energy, life sciences and through our bond bills that will help to create thousands of jobs and strengthen our infrastructure.

· 
· 
· Our casino legislation puts over 20,000 new and permanent jobs within our reach, as well as tens of thousands of construction jobs.  These would be good jobs, with good wages and opportunities for training and advancement.  According to reports about the recent Foxwoods union drive, casino employees make on average $45,000 to $50,000 per year.  20,000 new jobs in that salary range will generate another $50-80 million in new revenue.  
· And this is a chance to open up a broader spectrum of economic opportunities throughout the Commonwealth, adding jobs in industries like hospitality and construction to our growth in clean energy, high tech and the life sciences.  
· 
· 
· 
· 
· As I mentioned earlier, our residents spend between $900 million and $1.1 billion dollars a year at Connecticut casinos
.  1 in 4 Massachusetts residents say they make an annual trip to the casinos.  The point is:  Massachusetts residents gamble today and Connecticut gets all of the revenue and all of the jobs.
· That means that not only are we losing revenue we can use for property tax relief, road and bridge repairs, and local aid, but we are forfeiting the opportunity to stimulate the economy by creating over 20,000 new and permanent jobs..  

· In fact, in response to our proposal, economic leaders in Connecticut are suggesting that their state authorize the construction of another casino
, and why even after a year when the Connecticut economy struggled, their two major casinos are planning to add an additional 3000 jobs.  
· 
· We know that Resort casinos can bring significant economic benefits to the Commonwealth, boost state revenues, and play a role in our overall plan for long-term success.  Done the right way, they can join the many reasons why Massachusetts is an international destination for travelers and tourists and a wonderful place to live.  I want to thank the Executive Council yet again for all of their support, and tell that we look forward to working with you to get this done.  We are proud to have the AFL-CIO by our side, and we welcome your partnership.
· Thank you.

� Donahue Institute puts MA economic growth rate at 3.2% for 2007, against US rate of 2.5%.  In the last quarter of '07, the MA economy grew four times faster than the nation - 2.3% to .6%.








� A major factor driving the debate in Massachusetts is the estimated $900 million that Bay State residents spend annually at the Connecticut casinos. That means Massachusetts residents are contributing $120 million to Connecticut coffers.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.boston.com/news/local/connecticut/articles/2007/12/12/panelists_urge_3d_conn_casino_to_counteract_mass_plans/" ��http://www.boston.com/news/local/connecticut/articles/2007/12/12/panelists_urge_3d_conn_casino_to_counteract_mass_plans/�


� Panelists urge 3d Conn. casino to counteract Mass. Plans � HYPERLINK "http://www.boston.com/news/local/connecticut/articles/2007/12/12/panelists_urge_3d_conn_casino_to_counteract_mass_plans/" ��http://www.boston.com/news/local/connecticut/articles/2007/12/12/panelists_urge_3d_conn_casino_to_counteract_mass_plans/� 








�The ranking may have dropped to 19th.
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