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A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval L. Patrick
W

hereas Today we mark the 3rd anniversary of marriage equality in the Commonwealth, a result of the decision in Goodridge v. Department of Public Health, the landmark Supreme Judicial Court case that stated that same-sex couples have the right to marry; and
W

hereas That court decision affirmed a basic fundamental principle of democracy, that all citizens come before their government as equals and that government cannot discriminate against its citizens; and
W

hereas There have been over 8,500 same-sex marriages in the Commonwealth since 2004; and
W

hereas The married couples have gained equality, and the security of knowing their families have the same rights and protections – including health care benefits and hospital visitation rights – as every other family; and
W

hereas After three years, many citizens consider same-sex unions in the Commonwealth to be a fundamental right conferred and guaranteed by this Commonwealth, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim May 17th, 2007,  to be
Marriage Equality Day 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this seventeenth day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirtieth.

By His Excellency

Deval L. Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

