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Hello, and thank you for having me.  
Let’s start from the base principles: unions are good.
Unions are good because they stand up for the folks who ask only for a better way for themselves and a better life for their kids.  Unions are good because they understand that economic growth and economic justice must go hand in hand – a principle I have been working on for most of my life. I support unions because I support the American Dream – and because I’ve lived it.

This is also personal for me. I grew up on welfare on the South Side of Chicago. It was my mother’s union job at the post office that put us on the track out of poverty, and got us health care for the first time. A union household isn’t some abstraction to me – I come from one.

So let me make it as plain as possible.  We may not agree on every issue.  We may all wish that our time was one of fiscal prosperity instead of budget cuts, layoffs, and furloughs.  But I want you to know that I respect the right of every worker to organize a union and collectively bargain and I respect the job that you do everyday.
On Tuesday of this week I was pleased to be able to sign the supplemental appropriation providing across the board salary increases for all of the employees you represent. While this contract may not be perfect, it does provide security for people knowing that there are reasonable cost of living adjustments pending in FY11 and FY 12. 

I want to thank you and your leadership for working with us on these critical matters, and for all the work you have done and will continue to do to help get us through these tough times together.
Because you have stepped forward, because you’ve sacrificed in hard times, together, we’ve been able to preserve the services that so many of this Commonwealth rely upon.
When we took office, we didn’t expect to be dealing with the most challenging economic times in a generation – and we have made some hard choices that have gotten us through the worst of the crisis, and we’re poised to come out of it in the months ahead.

All of us have had to share in making sacrifices, including those of you in this room, but we’ve made those decisions based on our shared values.  And it’s working.
We are first in the nation in student achievement, first in the nation in health care coverage for our residents, and first in the nation in clean and alternative energy – because working families need great schools, secure health care, a safe environment and jobs in the innovation economy of tomorrow.

I know this is the worst economy in living memory.  I know how it’s hammered people’s income and savings and home values.

But I want you to know that I see you, and the other dedicated state employees who serve this Commonwealth and do so with commitment and with purpose.
Like many of you, I leave the house before my family wakes up and often get home after they’re asleep.  Because every day I have a chance to help make a better way for someone else, give them a better chance, and make a way of my own.

When CNBC now ranks Massachusetts as the 8th best state to do business in the nation; when economists predict Massachusetts is recovering faster and stronger from this recession than the rest of the nation; and when for the first time in two decades we’re gaining population instead of losing it, I see a brighter tomorrow for every single man, woman and child in this Commonwealth within our grasp.  

Work with me, and let’s build it together.
Thank you.
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