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Good Afternoon.  
Thank you, Justice Meade and Judge Heffernan for your remarks and service to the Commonwealth.  
Welcome to Chief Justice Rapoza and so many justices of the Appeals Court.  Thank you for joining us in celebrating this newest member of your court.  
Welcome to all the members of the judiciary and the court staff, my brothers and sisters at the bar, and to all of you who have come to honor Greg Massing and his appointment to the Appeals Court.    
I also would like to thank the members of the Judicial Nominating Commission, the Joint Bar Committee and the Governor’s Council for the important roles you play in the judicial appointment process.  This will be my 12th appointment to the Appeals Court.  I am proud of them all, and will never forget that these could not have happened without the dedicated work of all who play a role in the selection and confirmation process.

Most importantly, congratulations and a very special welcome to Greg’s family, including those of you who have traveled from California to be here today.  We thank you for all the love and support that has enabled Greg to thrive as a lawyer and will continue to enable him to be an excellent judge.  

I am particularly proud of Greg’s appointment because I know personally of Greg’s fine work on many important issues when he served at the Executive Office of Public Safety.  His qualifications are impeccable, with many years of appellate experience, extraordinary intelligence and reportedly superhuman problem solving abilities.  Greg is brilliant and committed to public service and to the rule of law.  Even more important is the fact that he is collegial – kind and respectful to all.  We know these qualities are key to success on bench, and particularly so to working on panels on the Appeals Court.   I am confident that Greg will serve on the Appeals Court with great distinction and I am immensely grateful to him for his willingness to serve in this new important role.
At this point, I am very pleased to invite Governor’s Councilor Marilyn Petitto Devaney to join me for the administration of the oath.  Councilor Devaney is not only Greg’s district Councilor – she is his neighbor.  And she shares with me great joy in this appointment.  
OATH


I, Gregory I. Massing, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance, to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution, thereof, so help me God.


I, Gregory I. Massing, do solemnly swear and affirm that I will faithfully and impartially, discharge and perform, all the duties incumbent on me, as Associate Justice of the Appeals Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.


I, Gregory I. Massing, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States. 
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