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Good evening.  It is so good to be back with you here at Hynes.  I am especially pleased to be here during our third annual Clean Energy Week in Massachusetts and to celebrate this conference’s fifth anniversary.  Here is hoping for continued growth and success for this conference and the work you do.  
Thank you all for being here and for bringing your innovative solutions to the greatest energy challenges we have ever faced as a nation.  The energy and the entrepreneurial spirit in this room are crackling.  It is the force behind our economic recovery and it will create the good-paying, sustainable jobs of tomorrow.  I know it is true.


Though we are in difficult economic times, we cannot afford to slow down, especially in the clean energy field.  Despite the cynics’ best cries to the contrary, we know that a clean energy future is not only an economic opportunity we can’t pass up, it is also a moral obligation we cannot ignore.  Let’s dispense with all the ambiguity: the future is in our hands.  We need to work together, across borders real and imagined, to deliver the long-term solutions to our climate and energy challenges.  We need to continue to think about old problems in new ways, and seek creative solutions to the new challenges that emerge.  Government and business will need to join together to answer this call to action.  Citizens need to arm themselves with the swords of science and fact.  We need to reject small thinking.  From a foundation on common ground, we can collaborate and deliver the answers that will bring new environmental and economic successes.

And we are taking great strides here in Massachusetts.  We have the strictest greenhouse gas emissions cap in the nation.   This administration committed to 250MW of installed solar power by 2017 and, with the help of our hugely successful Commonwealth Solar rebate program, we reached our goal of 27MW more than a year ahead of schedule.  Through the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, we are proving to the nation that a cap-and-trade mechanism for pricing carbon emissions can be practical, and allowance auctions for generating funds towards reducing energy costs and emissions can work, too.  We are national leaders in energy efficiency and renewable energy development.  Even in difficult times, we are working to protect our oceans and prepare for offshore wind.  The Wind Technology Testing Center, which will break ground next month thanks to a grant from the U.S. Department of Energy, will make Massachusetts a hub of R&D for wind energy, offshore wind in particular. And we continue to hope that Massachusetts will be home to the nation’s first offshore wind farm. Cape Wind has received all its necessary approvals from the state, and we hope to see the federal permitting process come to conclusion soon.

We are working to expand the use of responsible biofuels and to train our workforce for the clean energy jobs of the 21st century.  There is so much activity and excitement in this field, and you are right in the middle of it.      

So, to the investors, think courageously.  To the inventors, dream big and don’t give up.  President Obama was here recently, talking about the choice before our country in clean energy.  We can lead the way on clean energy development and reap the benefits in jobs and economic growth, or we can buy clean energy solutions from other countries, and pay the price.  
Frankly, I think it goes against the American DNA to follow some other country’s lead.  So this is our moment, this is our chance.  If we have the courage to act, to focus on what’s best for us in the long-term, we will succeed.  And in the process, we will spread new opportunities into new communities.  We will reach for the new frontiers of energy development and distribution.  Most importantly, we will do it together, as members of a community.  I look forward to that journey with you.  Thank you again for being here and congratulations.   
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