Governor Deval L. Patrick

Embrace Your Future Launch 

Morse Library, Natick, MA
Tuesday, January 26, 2010
Good afternoon.  Thank you, Secretary Hartstein.  I came here today to here to help launch the Long-Term Support Awareness Campaign in Massachusetts.  We are one of 25 states promoting the campaign.  It is a program geared towards helping people take charge of their own future.  At 53, I am just one of the millions of baby boomers across the country who are caring for parents and in-laws, and thinking ahead.  From savings accounts to retirement and pension plans to meeting long-term care needs and assuring independence, we have a chance to secure our own future if we take action now.  
Well, this program is about helping people with information to better navigate our later lives.  From laying a sound economic foundation for the years ahead to developing plans in case of long-term health care needs, the “Embrace Your Future” guide will help people all across the Commonwealth.       
Sometimes, we avoid thinking about planning for the future because we just don’t know where to begin.  Our list of questions is so long, and for some a little scary.  But inaction is our biggest enemy.  The sooner we start planning, the more options we have as we grow older.  
“Embrace Your Future” is a 44-page free resource guide with strategies, Massachusetts resources and a checklist to help you take control of your life.  

This week, we have sent letters to 400,000 households between the ages of 45-59 with a brochure and a prepaid reply envelope to order “Embrace Your Future.”  We will be reaching out to libraries, businesses, chambers of commerce and other community groups to spread the word about the guide and ask them to join the campaign.  Right now, you can log on to www.800ageinfo.com to download the guide or call 1-866-PLAN-LTC (1-866-752-6582) to order you copy.

[Gov’s note: Shaping our own future.]

Especially today, amidst so much uncertainty, we should seize this opportunity to plan our future.  It makes sense for us as individuals, for our families and loved ones and for the Commonwealth as a whole.  Thank you.
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