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· Welcome to the State House.  We are very glad to see you here today.  I want to thank you [the students] for this wonderful music.  And I want to congratulate your teachers on all the work they have done and all the success that you all have had this summer, and the success I know you will have in the future.
· This program is one that is near and dear to my heart.  Over the years, as school budgets shrank and testing became more important, music programs were often the first things to get cut.  With programs and scholarships like this one, you all are restoring that crucial, and often missing, element of education.

· When we introduced the Commonwealth Readiness Project this summer to rethink how we deliver public education in Massachusetts, one of our priorities was finding ways to make sure there were learning and enrichment activities in every classroom; that means math and science, but it also means music and art.  
· I’m proud that you have come to visit us, and I look forward to seeing where you all will go in the future.  
· On behalf of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, I would like to present you with these citations in recognition of your achievements this summer.  Thank you so much.
