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Thank you for that warm welcome Secretary Sullivan.  And thanks to all the leaders in this room today who are committed to growing this important industry in Massachusetts. 

Since the beginning, we have pursued a strategy focused on investing in education, innovation and infrastructure.  This approach has worked throughout our history – and is working here, today.  It’s how we shape our own future.

Five years ago, we took a fresh look at our energy future.  Energy in Massachusetts has long been relatively costly.  With no oil, coal or natural gas of our own, we are at the end of the pipeline and are subject to the whims of a global energy market.  We bear the economic and environmental costs associated with finding, extracting and transporting fuels from all corners of the world.

We worked with our partners in the private sector, the Legislature, and with advocates, and together we have made enormous strides in reaching the goals that we set. 
	
We have met our goals for solar energy four years early, we are ranked first nationally in energy efficiency, and we have increased the amount of wind power in the state 40-fold.  

We have a thriving clean energy economy with over 70,000 worker and 5,000 businesses. The private sector invests more dollars per capita in Massachusetts clean technology businesses than in any other state.  This is all because we stuck to our strategy – education, innovation and infrastructure – even during a global economic crisis. 

Now we are aiming to do the same with water technology.  Because investing in the innovations of tomorrow is the best way to take advantage of the knowledge explosion happening in the world economy today. 

Two years ago, I led an economic development mission to Israel.  I was accompanied by an extraordinary group of civic leaders representing all sectors of Massachusetts, from business and government, education and the non-profit sector.   

It was a grueling trip, but a productive one.  Massachusetts and Israel have a special compatibility.  We are both centers of innovation, with economies driven by education and entrepreneurship.  For both, our greatest natural resource is brainpower.  And like us, Israel has a huge stake in the clean technology industry. 

After that trade mission, the concept of forming a water industry cluster to advance the growth of our water related industries was born.  

Because of the cooperation between leaders in industry, academia, and the private and public sector, Massachusetts is now at the center of the clean energy revolution and the next big push in water innovation.  

I have asked Secretary Sullivan’s team to prioritize water innovation and everyone is stepping up.  The Massachusetts Clean Energy Center is working to do government’s part in cultivating this sector and the economic and environmental benefits for the next generation.  

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection is actively considering new ideas to make sure that government doesn’t get in the way of piloting and testing new ideas.  

And the MWRA – already a proven leader in making water utility operations greener and more efficient—is considering even further efforts to push the envelope and adopt new technologies.  

And the private sector has stepped up, too. 

A special thank you to Gretchen McClain, CEO of Xylem, for speaking today and supporting the Water Industry Cluster as founding member.  Xylem - a $4b equipment company exclusively serving the water industry - is a perfect example of the type of company that will drive this effort.  

Everyone in this room understands that we cannot leave our future to chance.  That’s what our clean energy strategy is about.  Investing now to create a better Commonwealth for the next generation.  I have believed from the beginning that we must govern for the next generation, not just the next news cycle or election cycle. 

I look forward to our continued work together.  
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