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A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval L. Patrick
W

hereas It is the policy of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to support efforts to improve the quality of health care and to contain the growing cost of care through quality measurement and public reporting; and
W

hereas In 2001, the Institute of Medicine called for health care in the United States to be safe, effective, patient-centered, timely, efficient and equitable; and
W

hereas Effective treatments and services ought to be based on scientific knowledge and the results of data collected as to the patient’s ailment rather than random speculation; and
W

hereas It is important that health care be patient-centered, and health care workers be respectful of an individual patient’s preferences, needs and values and use these as a guide for all clinical decisions; and
W

hereas A conscious effort ought to be made to provide timely care, reducing delays for both those who receive and give care; and
W

hereas It is important that  quality health care is delivered to all Massachusetts residents in a manner that is equitable and consistent, regardless of gender, ethnicity, geographic location, or economic status; and
W

hereas The passage of Chapter 58 of the Acts of 2006 established health care quality improvement and cost containment based upon the six quality principles outlined by the Institute of Medicine to be the policy of the Commonwealth, and established the Massachusetts Quality and Cost Council to provide leadership in the implementation of said policy, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim October 21st – October 27th, 2007, to be
Health Care Quality Week  
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this sixteenth day of October, in the year two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

By His Excellency

Deval L. Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

