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Good morning and thank you for coming.  Federal recovery funding is creating jobs and addressing some neglected needs in this great city.  Right here at the Jackson Street School, there is $540,000 allocated under the Safe Routes to School Program to construct new sidewalks, a new access ramp to a nearby bike path, improvements to the school driveway and new signs and crosswalks.  Construction begins this fall and will be completed by next summer.  This is a very exciting project for the community, and it will solidify the Jackson Street School’s pioneering role in the Safe Routes to School Program.  It is a program that eases traffic congestion, encourages riding your bike or walking to school and improves air quality for our students, teachers, staff and parents.  That’s good news for tomorrow’s leaders.    

There is also $3.7 million in ARRA funding to resurface sections of Route 5 and Route 10 Northampton, Easthampton, Greenfield, Southampton and Westfield, including new sidewalk wheelchair ramps.  We’re investing millions of federal dollars in the Franklin Regional Transit Authority, giving more people in the region safe, reliable public transportation.  We have applied for federal funds for high speed rail along the Knowledge Corridor.  These initiatives are important, forward-looking improvements that create jobs today and enhance the quality of life in your communities.  

But we are doing so much more.  Design preparation is underway for the Exit 19 interchange on I-91.  Improvements along Earle Street are substantially complete.  Phase III of Route 66 reconstruction is nearly finished.   Major investments in the Manhan and Norwottuck rail trails have already borne fruit, with more improvements currently under construction.  We’ve advertised the North Main Street/Bridge Street roundabout project, and expect to open bids next month.

All of these investments have the short-term benefit of putting people back to work today, the first step to a healthy economic recovery.  But they also lay a foundation for long-term success.  Safer routes to school attract families with young children to the area.  Abundant outdoor recreational opportunities make our communities healthier.  Targeted infrastructure improvements attract new businesses.  And modernized public transportation gives so many populations the dignity of independence.  I am so glad to be here with you and to see this city’s forward-looking spirit helping to lead us to the better tomorrows I know are ahead.  I look forward to our continued partnership and commitment to ensuring that economic recovery comes to every corner and every neighborhood of our Commonwealth.  Thank you.  
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