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We can look back with pride on Dr. King’s life time and the forty years since his death.  It is easy to measure the progress in equality and opportunity for so many.  
Many of us have had the chance to work and live and play in settings that were completely out of reach of our parents and grandparents.  We have seen diverse gatherings of individuals from the highest levels of business and government – gatherings that would have been unimaginable 25 years ago and illegal only 50 years ago. 

But we should also ask ourselves on this occasion: what is the next step forward?  What do we do now to honor that legacy and meet the standards handed down by Dr. King and the civil rights movement?  Where am I called to service?  

Service is not the exclusive domain of a civil rights struggle.  Service is not the special province of politicians and policy makers.  It does not reside in one leader alone, or in one day alone.  Service is a way of life.  It is a habit of mind.  And it is what we need today.  

Last year 300,000 adults and children who were uninsured a year ago now have health insurance and reliable, affordable access to primary care.  Yet, in Massachusetts, Black infants are more than 2.5 times more likely to die before their first birthday.  Latino infants are 40% more likely to die before they turn 1.

In the same year that Massachusetts students rated best in the US on the National Assessment of Educational Progress, the so-called National Report Card, achievement gaps grew and drop out rates rose for many poor and minority students.
Last year over 4,400 at-risk kids in our communities had summer jobs and a constructive alternative to gangs.  And working together, State and local police took 500 guns off the street last year.

Yet, a 13 year old boy who made all the right choices was shot and killed on his way home from playing basketball – in what looks to be an unprovoked act of random brutality.  And his is just one tragic story of innocent young people caught up in this kind of violence.   
I went to visit the neighborhood where we lost that young man.  A group of young people there walked with me through the neighborhood.  They talked to me at length about the challenges of living with gun and gang violence on their streets.  But they also spoke with pride about their community, and how they hoped to make it better.  

One of them suggested that we form a youth council to involve students and young people in our efforts to strengthen this Commonwealth.  Young people want a voice in helping us understand the issues and in shaping the solutions.  So, we are forming a statewide youth council.  

There have been times in our first year that I have been called impatient.  If at times I seem that way it is because I know up close what the cost of inaction is.  I know that there are eager, ambitious, idealistic young boys and girls in the communities we all come from that are counting on us for their own opportunities.  Failure to act today will not spare us any resources or energy to justify the greater burden we will hand-off to our children tomorrow.    

There is a whole generation in this Commonwealth watching and waiting to see whether we are going to see our stake in their future – and act on that.  Or if we have given up on making the American Story their story, too.  

For a year now, I have attended the funerals of every Massachusetts serviceman or woman lost in Iraq or Afghanistan.  Most of the time the lost soldier, sailor or Marine is young.  In some cases there is a girlfriend, or a young mother, sometimes with a baby the fallen has never even held.  There is a remarkable lack of bitterness among the families.  Only grief and loss and a sense of understanding that sacrifice is sometimes necessary.

These young people give the last full measure of personal sacrifice in service to us.  How could we hesitate to make far less profound sacrifice to serve each other?

This is the responsibility that comes with the opportunities we have had.  Opportunities we gained through the work of Dr. King and so many others.  Our history makes demands on us, as does our future.  It’s not time to rest yet.  It’s time to act.  
I’m glad to be with you all.  Thank you very much.
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