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FROM: Sam Carson

DATE: January 5, 2015

RE: Signature Parks Update 
	

Through the Signature Urban Parks initiative, the Patrick Administration is investing $23.6 million in significant, targeted park and open space projects in seven cities: Boston, Brockton, Chelsea, Fall River, Lawrence, Pittsfield and Springfield.  The goals of this program include: 

· Help revitalize urban neighborhoods and improve quality of life for residents by opening up or upgrading green spaces for outdoor recreation.
· Restore access to natural resources, waterways and historic landmarks for urban residents through the construction of parks and trails.
· Support community development initiatives by building green public spaces in downtown neighborhoods that will attract residents, spur economic activity and bring new energy to civic life. 

Governor Patrick announced these projects in visits to each community between November 2014 and April 2015.  EEA is working with municipal governments, state agencies, regional planning councils and local community leaders to implement these projects.  Background information on each of the projects is provided here. 

Boston, Roxbury Heritage State Park:

Roxbury Heritage State Park is one of nine Heritage State Parks located throughout the Commonwealth that serve to celebrate a community’s heritage and attract neighbors and tourists to historically significant areas. 

The Patrick Administration is investing $2,470,000 in capital funding for Roxbury Heritage State Park, so that the site can better serve the Roxbury community and visitors.   DCR will use this funding to revitalize the tired park landscape, make structural improvements to the Dillaway-Thomas House and install new interpretive exhibits inside the house and interpretive signage in the park.  

DCR and the consulting team have conducted a rigorous public process, which has included three open public meetings, and several targeted stakeholder meetings.  The project will be put out to bid in January 2015, with construction and installation scheduled to be completed by June 2015. 

Boston, City of Boston Park Investments 

EEA is funding three smaller projects in Roxbury that have been identified as priorities by Boston’s Department of Parks and Recreation.  EEA is investing $450,000 in these projects, which are listed here: 

· Eliot Burying Grounds: The Eliot Burying Ground was the first burying ground in Roxbury where many prominent citizens from Roxbury’s early days are buried.  EEA funding will go towards improvements to walkways, restoring historic fencing and the installation of interpretive signage.  

· Puddingstone Garden: Puddingstone Garden is a small residential neighborhood park in a dense urban neighborhood.  Fifty years ago, the site was cleaned up and the idea of creating a park was proposed.  Through the efforts of local residents, this site was preserved and maintained for many years.  To build on these efforts, EEA will work with the City to address drainage and erosion issues, improve accessibility at entry points and replant areas of the hillside.  

· Buena Vista Urban Wild (Warren Gardens): Comprised of a 50-foot rock cliff, Buena Vista Urban Wild sits at the intersection of Warren Street and Circuit Street, a few blocks south of Dudley Square.  Buena Vista represents the only natural open space within the immediate neighborhood.  However, the site possesses an uninviting atmosphere as a result of the lack of visible entrances, the presence of invasive vegetation, and the accumulation of construction debris.  EEA is working with the City to activate entrances to the site, improve access to the summit and remove invasive vegetation.  

Construction on all three projects began in November and December of 2014.  The three projects will be completed in the spring of 2015.

Brockton, City Hall Plaza: 

EEA is investing $3.97 million to reconstruct Brockton’s City Hall Plaza and establish a beautified central public space in downtown Brockton that will be able to host large civic events and provide green space for downtown residents.   The project will include new pathways, an improved and accessible amphitheater, lighting and benches as well as landscaping to create more green space.  

The improvements to City Hall Plaza will complement several Patrick Administration housing and economic development investments downtown Brockton, including the redevelopment of the Enterprise Block, the opening of the Station Lofts housing development and the expansion of W.B. Mason’s headquarters.  

Construction on the project began in May 2014 and is scheduled to be completed in the spring of 2015.  The low bid for construction was significantly lower than the project designers anticipated.  EEA has already reduced the value of the contract once and is working to reduce the contract by an additional $385,000, which would bring the contract value to $3.58 million.  

Chelsea, Chelsea Greenway: 

On October 30, 2013 Governor Patrick visited Chelsea to announce two new investments totaling $85 million: the expansion of the Silver Line into Chelsea and the creation of the Chelsea Greenway, a multi-use path that will spans about three quarters of a mile and serve the city’s most densely populated, heavily minority and greatest environmental justice area.  

Since Governor Patrick’s announcement, EEA and MassDOT have combined the Silver Line Expansion and Chelsea Greenway projects, with MassDOT serving as the lead for design and construction and EEA serving in an advisory role and contributing $1.4 million towards the project.  MassDOT anticipates that both projects will be completed by 2017. 

Fall River, Quequechan River Rail Trail and Father Travassos Park:

EEA is investing $8.1 million to design and construct  the Quequechan River Rail Trail, a mile and a half long multi-use trail constructed along the Quequechan River.The project will convert the former Watuppa Secondary rail line into a multi-use trail offering many benefits to Fall River residents.  The trail route will establish a new connection for neighborhoods presently cut off by Interstate 195, encourage healthy recreation, and provide a true outdoor experience right in the heart of downtown.  MassDOT is contributing an additional $1.4 million towards this project.  

A portion of EEA’s funding will also go towards making significant improvements to Father Travassos Park.  These improvements will include a new playground, soccer field and deck hockey rink--in order to establish a critical mass of park and trail improvements and help improve quality of life in surrounding environmental justice neighborhoods.  The project is scheduled to be completed by the end of 2015. 

Lawrence, Ferrous Site Acquisition and Park Development

On April 30, Governor Patrick visited Lawrence to announce that, with $2.75 million in EEA funding, the City of Lawrence and Groundwork Lawrence, 501c3 non-profit, would be acquiring a  3 acre portion of the Ferrous Site, a 7.5 acre parcel at the confluence of the Merrimack and Spicket Rivers, and developing a park on the site.  

The Ferrous Site Park will provide a quiet natural respite within an urban neighborhood and allow residents to access the Lower Locks waterfall and the Merrimack River waterfront.  The park will serve as a capstone park for the Spicket River Greenway, which opened in the summer of 2013 and received $2.65 million in EEA funding through the Gateway City Parks program.  Construction on the project began in the fall of 2014 and is scheduled to be completed by June 2015. 

Pittsfield, First Street Common

The First Street Common is the largest recreational park in downtown Pittsfield and the only large, accessible public open space that serves the Morningside neighborhood. The Morningside neighborhood has a high percentage of one-person households, elderly, female heads of household, and families below the poverty level – all indicators of an economically disadvantaged and environmental justice area and a population in need of publicly supplied recreation options.  From 2010 to 2013, EEA provided $2.1 million in funding for improvements to First Street Common through the Gateway City Parks Program and the Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities (PARC) grant program.  

In November 2014, Governor Patrick toured the Common and announced $1.9 million in new EEA capital funding through the Signature Urban Parks program to complete the restoration of the Common. 

This latest grant from the Signature Urban Parks program funded the construction of several new items, including: a spray park, a multi-purpose court, and a performance pavilion, as well as landscaping improvements, park lighting and perimeter fencing.  Construction on the final phase of the project began in June 2014.  The project is now substantially complete, and Secretary Bartlett visited the Common for a ribbon-cutting ceremony on December 15, 2014.  The City will do some small, weather-dependent work on the project in the spring, including new plantings and painting the lines on the basketball court. 

Springfield, Camp STAR Angelina: 

EEA is investing $1,325,000 to establish a permanent home for Springfield’s Camp STAR Angelina in Forest Park.  Operated by the City of Springfield, Camp STAR Angelina offers inclusive recreational programs for youth and young adults with and without disabilities.The majority of the 225 annual participants are from low to moderate income households.  

EEA funding will go towards the construction of a zero depth entry pool and accessible bath house and a universal outdoor amphitheater.  Construction on the pool and bath house began in May.  The pool and the exterior of the bath house are now nearly complete.  The City is in the process of awarding a contract for the construction of the amphitheater, which is scheduled to be completed in the spring of 2015.   

Springfield, North Riverfront Park:

EEA is investing $1.2 million in Springfield’s North Riverfront Park to create a welcoming, vibrant public green space along the Connecticut River in Springfield’s North End.  This project has been a longtime goal of both the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission and the New North Citizens Council, a neighborhood organization that operates community development and social services programs. 

The City’s design for the park features an overall reduction of pavement and an increase of pervious lawn areas, plant beds, rain gardens and additional shade trees.  The landscaping will be designed to help absorb stormwater.  A barbed wire fence will be replaced with a smaller, ornamental fence, and picnic tables and a “shade structure” would be installed, to encourage neighborhood residents and river walk users to enjoy the site.  The City has awarded a contract for construction and work will begin on-site this winter.  The project is scheduled to be completed by June 2015. 
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