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Ladies and gentlemen, good evening.  Welcome to Massachusetts and the John F. Kennedy Library.  We are glad to have you here.  Congratulations on your 50th Anniversary.  The American Association of State Colleges and Universities is a leader for enhancing the quality of education in Massachusetts and across the nation and I thank you for your years of service. 
You arrive in Massachusetts at a very exciting time for public higher education.  Our state colleges and universities are pulsating with activity. Our enrollments are up 23% in the last decade.  We are pursuing massive growth projects on our college campuses through our $2.2 billion ten-year higher education bond bill.  Our public college and university system is the fastest-growing in New England right now, and we’re not going to stop anytime soon.
Across our public higher education system we are moving forward with a master plan to transform our public colleges and universities.  It’s a blueprint for change called the Vision Project; it’s getting national attention so I imagine some of you have heard of the work we’re doing here.  And it’s very simple.  The Vision Project says to the people of Massachusetts: We know that you need us to be the best we can be, because your sons and daughters, who come to us for an education, demand and deserve an education of the highest quality, one that won’t drive them into bankruptcy before they reach the age of 35.  We aim to produce the best educated citizenry and workforce in the nation.
Our agenda through the Vision Project is ambitious but it is also essential.  We want to make sure our students leave our campuses knowing what they need to know to succeed in the workforce.  Our state’s economy demands it.  That’s why we have invested at all levels of public education, and we will continue to do so in bad times as well as in good times.  A world class system of public higher education – accessible to all our students, of all ages and backgrounds – is critical to our growth strategy and our ability to compete in the global economy.  
How do we know it’s working?  Our students say it all. 
There’s MORGAN OPIE (Oh-pee) who graduated from Cape Cod Community College this past spring at age 17 with a 4.0 GPA. She took advantage of our dual enrollment program and we’re proud that she decided to “keep it in the family” by going on to the UMass Amherst Commonwealth Honors College.  She hopes to be a physicist one day and help us meet our goal to graduate more students into STEM careers.

And then there’s TARA CHUTE from the UMass Medical School, which is ranked 8th in the nation by US News and World Report for primary care education.  Tara’s not just a doctor in training; she’s a community leader who has created health and wellness programs to combat diabetes, obesity and depression in the city of Worcester.

And earlier this year, I had the pleasure of meeting a young man named MICHAEL DOREN, graduate of the Massachusetts Maritime Academy.  He was valedictorian for his class and he made time to volunteer with Raytheon’s “Math Moves You” program, tutoring middle school students in math and science.  He turned down a chance to study in Shanghai, stayed home instead in order to keep a job while going to school so that he could help his family pay the bills.  Raytheon thought so highly of this young man that they just hired him.

So – there you have it, three examples of what public higher education produces for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  I hear stories like this every day, and I’m sure all of you know students just like Morgan, Tara or Michael attending colleges and universities in your home state.  

But there are other students for whom higher education remains unattainable.  Students stuck in the achievement gap, poor children, those with disabilities, or maybe those who speak English as a second language.  Students living in violent neighborhoods.  Or students without a support system at home to help them study or finish their college applications.
These students are our students too.  And we must protect their stake in the American Dream.  So we continue to invest in our public colleges and universities.  We employ innovative thinking to create and design new programs to keep up with the changing workforce needs.  We challenge ourselves to do more with less.  We expand opportunities and reach out to new neighborhoods and communities.  We inspire our students to pursue their dreams.  
So I leave you, this evening, with the words of President John F. Kennedy, “Let us think of education as the means of developing our greatest abilities, because in each of us there is a private hope and dream which, fulfilled, can be translated into benefit for everyone and greater strength for our nation.”  
I thank you all immensely for the work that you do.  Enjoy the evening.  
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