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· Thank you, Zainab and Michael for that warm welcome and to the AJC and the AIC for inviting me here with you tonight.  I am incredibly inspired to see so many of you out tonight to support this cause.

· I will be brief so we can spend most of our time in conversation.

· Now, maybe more than any other time in our history, it is exceptionally important to join together, regardless of religion or politics or ethnicity and celebrate our sense of community and that we all have a stake in each other.

· One shining remnant of our experience over the past 2 ½ weeks has been the re-emergence of that strong sense of community, the notion of common stake and common cause. 

· That includes the bravery of our first responders, the supreme professionalism of our medical teams, and acts of random kindness by ordinary citizens.

· Our strength of community has been on display for the world and, most of all, for each other. 

· I’ve always believed that government can be a powerful community if it chooses to be, and that it is the job of those of us who serve to actually care about the people we serve. I have a stake in fighting for you and your families because it could just as easily and quickly be my family on the line next.

· I will continue to be your partner, in working together to push back against small mindedness, and misconceptions and the hate.  

· Because in a community, your struggle is my struggle, and my struggle is yours. 

· Because, as Dr. King taught us, “injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”  

· I am here tonight to ask you to hold on to that sense of community. I am convinced that there isn’t a single challenge that we face in this state or in this country that can’t be surmounted by a renewed sense that we have a stake in each other’s dreams and struggles as well as our own.

· Thank you, and I am happy to take your questions. 

