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Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. Thank you so much for the warm welcome. I am glad to be with you this morning. 

I also want to say “thank you” to everyone this morning for everything you do. I know about the counseling you give to runaway children. I know about the comfort you give to battered women. I know about the direction and support you give to so many of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable people, the people who in many ways need government most. I know you are underpaid and undervalued. I can’t give you all of what you need until I’m governor. But I can tell you right now how much I appreciate you and everything you do. 

It’s time for a change. We all know that Mitt Romney’s leadership is bad. We know that he has gone all over the country using Massachusetts as the butt of his jokes. 

We know he promised to coax companies and jobs to Massachusetts, but instead has stood by and watched them both leave. 

We know that he is missing in action again and again, like he was during the floods in Greenfield or Pittsfield. 

We know that he can find the kindness and the resources to shelter, feed and clothe evacuees from New Orleans, but not to shelter, feed and clothe those in need here in Massachusetts. 

We know that he has played a fiscal shell game, raising property taxes to pay for cutting the income tax, and then cutting the feet out from under the cities and towns to manage the crunch. 

We know we have a “recreational” governor today, one interested more in having the job than actually doing it. 

And we know we need a change. 

For some, it feels good to say that our leadership is bad. It makes Democrats feel smart and superior. 

But we can’t win just by pointing out Romney’s or Healey’s flaws. It is just not enough for Democrats to offer to replace bad leadership with ordinary leadership. We have to offer better leadership, more creative leadership and vision. 

I have been a leader in government – at the highest levels. As head of the civil rights division of the Clinton justice department, I led the largest criminal investigation in history before 9/11, managing the FBI, the ATF, FEMA, HUD and HHS to respond to a rash of attacks on black churches and synagogues in the South. I know how to make government work. 

I have been a leader in business, as a senior executive for Texaco and Coca-Cola, as well as a member of several boards. I have managed thousands of people and millions of dollars across several continents. I know the language of business and how business makes decisions. 

I have been a leader in community work through the NAACP Legal Defense Fund and the Legal Aid Bureau at Harvard Law School, and in not-for-profits on the boards of two foundations. I understand those worlds and how some of the best solutions come from partnerships between government and those worlds. 

No one else in this race – from either party – has the range of leadership experience that I bring to the table. 

And I am the only candidate out there willing to tell you not just where I’ve been, but where I want us to go. 

I want economic growth – because I believe a strong economy is critical to expanding opportunity for everyone for good jobs at decent wages in fair conditions, for us and for the next generation. And I have a plan to get us there. 

I want to invest in education -- because I know that education is transforming. A good education brought me from welfare on the south side of Chicago to where I am standing today. We all know it takes a good education – including higher ed and adult continuing education – to get and keep a toehold in the new economy. And I have a plan to get us there. 

I want universal health care – because health is a public good, because we need a more affordable, more accessible, simpler health care system that works for every resident of the Commonwealth. And I have a plan to get us there. 

I want renewable energy – because we have to break our dependence on foreign oil, because we have to be better stewards of our land, air and water, and because making Massachusetts the center for energy-saving technology, products and services is good for our economy. And I have a plan to get us there – which includes supporting the wind farm in Nantucket Sound. I support marriage equality – because all citizens come before their government as equals. Enough said. 

And I am against the death penalty – because I have defended people on death row and had to enforce it as a prosecutor and I know that it doesn’t work. 

And there is one other thing you should know about me. I have not taken, and I will not take, the “no new taxes” pledge – not because I am looking to raise anybody’s taxes but because it’s a dumb gimmick. And I am the only candidate in the race, Democrat or Republican, unwilling to play that game. 

My opponent in the primary is a fine man and a fine prosecutor. But he is a man of caution at a time of critical decision. He says this election ought to be about the bread and butter issues, but offers not one substantive idea of what to do. He has no education plan, no health care plan, no plan to build the economy, no plan to break our dependence on foreign oil or protect the environment, no plan to expand opportunity. He says this election should be about bread and butter issues, but he has nothing to say about bread and butter issues. 

Yet he wants you to believe that his election is inevitable. But if his election is inevitable, without a word about his plans, without a record of political courage, without a vision for tomorrow or the slightest mention of how to get us there, what does that say about us? 

Meanwhile, the poor are in terrible shape and the middle class are one month away from being poor. We need solutions. We need leadership. And I am doing my best – by listening to you and the people you serve, by listening to business owners and laborers and immigrants and rural people and doctors and educators and anyone else willing to teach me – to develop the plans and opportunities to move us all forward. 

And that matters. Because every election is about the future. That future is coming, ready or not. But we cannot fuel the future on the fumes of the past. The question is whether my party, the Democratic Party, is going to be about the leadership of yesterday or the leadership of tomorrow. It’s about resolving who we are. 

And we had better get on with it. Because while we debate the merits of messaging, or framing, or how to play to the abstract middle-of-the-roaders, all the “how-top’s” of getting elected, there is another vision of government that has been spreading. And that vision holds that government is bad; that it exists mainly to serve the interests of the powerful; that the jobs to be done in it aren’t important enough to be done by anybody competent, let alone committed; and that all of us – but especially the poor – are on our own. And if you can’t imagine what that looks like, remember the images on your TVs of the Gulf Coast after Katrina. Good people – many of them our neighbors who have checked out of political and civic life – were ashamed and embarrassed by what they saw. And they were right to be. 

But when you recall that shame, understand that those poor dear people abandoned on those rooftops after the storm, were abandoned before that storm. And that those are the very people – and the rest of us who give a damn about them – who are waiting for the Democratic Party to make up its mind about what we stand for. 

Government is not bad. It’s us. And so let’s make our government smart, effective, efficient, open and compassionate. Stop worrying about what they call that. Stop worrying about labels. So what if they call a program “liberal” when it’s conceived by compassion? So what if they call an idea “conservative” that makes common fiscal sense? Let’s stop talking about “right” and “left” and start talking about right and wrong. 

So, if you want leadership for tomorrow, I am asking for your help. I want your endorsement. I need your time on the ground, your help organizing the neighborhoods and communities across this state, your money, and especially your willingness to stir the imagination and the conscience of the people of Massachusetts. Not just for my sake or the sake of this campaign, but for your sake, for the sake of our common community. 

Because if you vote for money, tactics and the gamesmanship of yesterday’s politics, yesterday wins, probably Mitt Romney or Kerry Healey. But if you vote your aspirations, I win, and so do you. 

Thank you. 

