Innovation Schools Announcement
What:

You will be introduced by Mayor Gary Christenson and offer brief remarks
Purpose:

To announce funding for 29 Innovation Schools around the Commonwealth
Audience:

Members of the press, school partners, educators
Message:

Today, I am proud to announce that twenty-nine additional schools across the state will receive grants totaling over $280,000 to support their Innovation School planning activities.  

Governor Deval L. Patrick
Innovation Schools Announcement

Linden School, Malden
Wednesday, February 15, 2012

Good morning.  Thank you, Mayor, for the warm introduction.  


I’d like to thank Principal Rich Bransfield, Superintendent David DeRuosi, and all the students and teachers of the Linden School for hosting us today.  

Education is our calling card in Massachusetts.  We lead the nation in student achievement and our students lead the world in math and science.  No other state in America comes close to the bragging rights we have in public education.   We have achieved this enviable status because of our hard-working students and teachers, our dedicated parents, school leaders, and policy makers at all levels of our system – from school committees, to our various boards of education, to our partners in the Legislature. 

In spite of all of our successes, we have an Achievement to close.  Stuck in that gap are poor children and children with special needs and children who speak English as a second language - the children on whose preparation and optimism our future economy and quality of life depend. Some of what we have done in the past isn’t working well enough now and won’t work at all in the future.   We need to innovate in order to better educate.

That’s why we are making use of the tools we have in the landmark Achievement Gap Act, to support the imagination and creativity of great teachers, principals, parent groups, and business partners.  We will close the achievement gap in Massachusetts and continue to show leadership in public education. Being first in the Nation is a good start.  But being first in the world is where we are headed.  
The Innovation Schools model will help us get there.  These in-district laboratories use a whole range of creative and inventive strategies, increasing student achievement and reducing achievement gaps within district structures while allowing local community members flexibility in solving their own local challenges.  
I visit Innovation Schools across the Commonwealth, and I am impressed by the levels of enthusiasm and forward-thinking.  The Marguerite E. Small Innovation School on Cape Cod has implemented an Enrichment Block to lengthen the students’ day by forty minutes.  The Roger Clap Innovation School in Boston has created a springboard program to help prepare students for the start of the new school year.  And students at the Paul Revere Innovation School, our Commonwealth’s first Innovation School, outperformed the state’s average MCAS on six out of seven tests thanks to a renewed focus on improving instruction in literacy and mathematics.  
Today, I am proud to announce that twenty-nine additional schools across the state will receive grants totaling over $280,000 to support their Innovation School planning activities.  Nine of these schools are in Gateway Cities, like Malden, where the need to close the achievement gap is great.
The Linden School, in particular, is an example of an environment that uses innovative strategies to reach a diverse school population and explore the type of changes we’ll need to make to best prepare our students for their future.  The school will receive a $10,000 planning grant to support planning activities for their S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics) focus.
Working together, across the public and private sectors, is how we will close the achievement gap in Massachusetts.  No one school or government can do this alone.  I’d like to recognize all the partners for joining our efforts – The Broad Institute, Wediko Children’s Services, BayState Reading Institute, Laying the Foundation, local artists like Jodi Colella, and the Partnership for Community Schools in Malden.   
Thank you to the teachers for participating in this undertaking and for your commitment to improving education for each and every student.  
Finally, thank you to the community and parents for supporting this school as it considers bold, innovative changes to better serve our students.
I look forward to what’s in store for the Linden School.  Congratulations. 
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