TALKING POINTS
Domestic Violence Advisory
June 5, 2008

LG and I have just been briefed. 
· We continue to see tragic increases in incidents of domestic violence, including a dramatic spike in tripling domestic violence related deaths over the last two years.  This is something that affects us all, and weighs heavily on the whole Commonwealth.  Our response must come as one community and one Commonwealth.  
· In that spirit, I have directed the Department of Public Health to issue a Public Health Advisory providing information and resources for the courts, police and fire departments, schools, health care providers and survivors dealing with domestic violence.  
· The message is simple: everyone can and should do something to prevent domestic violence.  That will be distributed throughout the state in several different languages.  
· I will also be directing our Department of Public Health, in partnership with Jane Doe and community based services, to give health care providers access to best practices in survivor screening and referral services that can prevent further domestic violence and save lives.
· To complement prevention and survivor assistance efforts, I am directing our Office of Public Safety to enhance domestic and sexual violence training programs for law enforcement, including new statewide curricula and training programs for officers.
· Training programs will be implemented in every municipal police training academy and three-day domestic violence and sexual assault trainings will be held across the state, open to all police departments.  
· We are also increasing data analysis and review of the domestic violence homicides from the last three years in an attempt to track trends and developing strategies to prevent domestic violence homicides in the future.  

· Finally, I’m proud to announce that yesterday I signed into law House Bill 4348, a bill that will help provide a comprehensive response to victims of violence, including victims of intimate partner violence, seeking services in health care facilities throughout the Commonwealth."

· Our Department of Public Health, in consultation with Health and Human Services and Public Safety will develop a comprehensive, statewide program to protect victims of violent crimes, including those dealing with domestic and sexual violence.

· Elements will include a range of guidelines and resources put in place at healthcare facilities, and broad-based coordination among state, community and clinical resources. 

· We have seen the success of programs like these in hospitals and other facilities that offer an array of medical, social and support services to victims of violence.  Massachusetts will be the first state in the nation to establish a program and uniform guidelines to protect victims of violence, and I want to thank our partners in the legislature for their work on that.
· We are asking for all of our citizens to share responsibility with us for combating domestic violence as part of our shared responsibility for each other.  Working together, we can make a stand and say enough.  We can make a difference in preventing domestic violence and stopping a tragedy before it happens again in our Commonwealth.
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