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Good afternoon and thank you for being here.  I particularly want to thank Congressman Tierney for his advocacy and partnership in Washington.  His efforts to secure federal recovery funding for the people of the sixth district is a crucial step on our road to recovery as a Commonwealth.  
 

We all know that the most important part of any economic recovery is getting people back to work.  Each time an unemployed worker goes back on the payroll, we are stronger as a community and as a Commonwealth. Creating new jobs is the catalyst, the pebble tossed in the water that generates ripples throughout the economy.  That is why, especially in these times, we need to make sure we do everything we can to get residents the skills they need for success today and tomorrow.  Across the Commonwealth, we have distributed $67 million including over $2.5 million here on the North Shore in workforce development recovery funds to train people and build the skills to be competitive in a 21st century job market.  Over the summer, these funds supported hundreds of young people across this region, giving them new work and learning experiences.
 
Today, as a part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and our Massachusetts Recovery Plan, we have allocated $8 million over two years across the state for the Commonwealth Reemployment Services Initiative, including over $260,000 for this region, a critical workforce development and training program that will connect thousands of unemployed workers with the support they need to get back to work.  With these funds, unemployed individuals can get critical education, training, support and individual counseling through our career centers.
 
Our state’s 37 career centers and 16 local workforce investment boards are a key partner in our recovery efforts.  Whether helping people sharpen their resumes or giving them the new skills for the economic opportunity of tomorrow, the centers give people new hope, the will to face the world and get one step closer to meaningful, long-term employment.  They provide an invaluable service to our communities and stand as a model of what is possible if we are willing to work for the best.  I encourage everyone here to spread the word about these important resources.  
 

I want to thank Congressman Tierney for his leadership on these issues, and ask him to share some thoughts with us.
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