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Good evening.  I’m sorry I can’t be with you today in person 
but I wanted to thank everyone at NARAL for the work you do to guarantee every woman the right to make their own decisions about their own reproductive health care.  I also want to say how humbled I am to be the recipient of this year’s Champion of Choice Award.  Thank you so much for that honor.

 
Why? Because the women of the Commonwealth 
have the capability to make smart, safe healthcare 
choices.

This year, I was proud to sign legislation that formalizes 
emergency regulations and ends the use of restraints on pregnant 
inmates in labor in all Department of Corrections facilities.
Unless it can be said with certainty that the inmate poses a 
serious and immediate physical danger to herself or her fellow 
inmates, she should not be tied down in the 21st century here in Massachusetts.  It still amazes me that we needed a law to change this.
Just like NARAL, I believe in a woman's right to choose, that 
birth control is a part of basic healthcare coverage, and that no 
employer should be able to decide what a woman can do with her 
body. 


 
I confess that the Supreme Court’s June 26th decision 
confuses me.  It’s hard for me to understand, given the Court’s 
modern jurisprudence, a conclusion that says one person’s 
constitutional right cannot be exercised without infringing another person’s constitutional right.  


 
Fortunately, the Court provided us with a road map to follow. “An Act to Promote Public Safety and Protect Access to Reproductive Health Care Facilities”, follows that course.

I was proud to sign this legislation and continue 
the Commonweath’s leadership in ensuring that women seeking 
to access reproductive health facilities can do so safely and 
without harassment, and that the employees of those facilities can 
arrive at work each day without fear of harm.

 
I want to thank everyone at NARAL who has worked with us on both of these bills, and others, that affirm the basic dignity and independence of women when making their health care choices.

 
Thank you. Enjoy your evening. 
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