GOVERNOR PATRICK INVESTS IN THE CAPE AND ISLANDS TO BUILD A BETTER, STRONGER COMMONWEALTH
From day one, Governor Patrick has focused on strengthening communities by investing in people, providing the services that help them help themselves and creating the jobs that will help us all bridge to a better tomorrow. The Governor is committed to building a better, stronger Commonwealth brick-by-brick, neighborhood-by-neighborhood and is investing in the area and residents of Cape Cod and the Islands in the following ways:
· Improving our Infrastructure.  Governor Patrick is putting people to work fixing our broken roads and bridges, which have suffered from decades of neglect, and building the projects that promise to provide lasting economic benefits.  

· A $12.4 million reconstruction of Route 132 in Barnstable is expanding two miles of the roadway from two lanes to four lanes.  The project includes a new landscaped median and five traffic signals.  This project began more than two years ago and nears completion, with landscape plantings and general cleanup.  Final completion is expected in winter 2009.
· The $14.1 million replacement of what are called the “big” and “little” bridges in Oaks Bluff over the Sengekontacket Inlets is underway but shutdown for summer. Completed is scheduled for fall 2011.  
· A $3.9 million American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) project will resurface 6.4 miles of Milestone Road from the state highway just east of the rotary at Orange Street, Sparks Avenue and Old South Road east to the rotary at Gully Road.  Construction is underway with completion in summer 2011.  
· Investing in People & the Future. In the midst of the worst economic downturn in 80 years, the Governor’s budget preserves services that make a difference in people’s lives and promise to make the Commonwealth stronger now and for the long term.

· Education: Maintains the Governor’s historic commitment to public schools in the Cape and Islands and across the Commonwealth; preserves level funding for state and community colleges; and increases support for early childhood education. 
· $23 million was invested in the construction of a new 41,741 square foot library building on the main campus of the Massachusetts Maritime Academy in Buzzards Bay. With a footprint of approximately 15,000 square feet, the building is planned as a four story building with three occupied library levels and a mechanical mezzanine. The building will contain library stacks, reading rooms and ancillary spaces for student support.
· Local Aid: Protects critical state funding for the Cape and Islands and the Commonwealth’s 351 cities and towns to preserve essential public safety, education and public works services. Protecting local aid means there will be less pressure at the municipal level to raise property taxes and increase burdens on families and seniors.
· Attleboro received $1 million through the Massachusetts Opportunity Relocation and Expansion (MORE) Jobs Capital Program to fund transportation route upgrades, allowing for the redevelopment of an abandoned 200,000 square foot brownfield building. The project is expected to create 200 jobs.
· Barnstable received $77,226 for local housing authority through DHCD’s State Public Housing Capital Awards.
· Job Training: The Governor has invested funds in job training and support services to equip local workers with the skills they need to compete in a 21st Century economy.
· Last spring, the Patrick-Murray Administration directed over $1.9 million in federal recovery funds to make immediate investments in job training and support services for dislocated workers, low-income youths and adults in the Cape Cod and Islands Workforce Investment Area (WIA).  The Cape Cod and Islands Workforce Investment Board is now using these funds at its Career Centers to serve both job-seekers and employers throughout the region.  In the past six months 2,831 customers have been served at the Career Centers in Hyannis, Falmouth, and Orleans.
· Energy and the Environment: Governor Patrick has invested funds in projects that will reduce water pollution statewide, as well as parks and recreation projects that will enhance the Commonwealth's natural habitats.
· A $5.8 million grant to create green energy upgrades to Barnstable’s advanced treatment facility. The project is funded through ARRA. Green updates will include installation of up to (2) 250 kW wind turbines onsite, installation of up to a 500 kW solar photovoltaic system and upgrades to the plant’s pumping and aeration systems. In total, the upgrades will produce over $250,000 in annual energy savings (providing over 100 percent of the electricity needed to power the plant – with excess clean power generation sold back to the electric grid), 1,500 kW of green power generation (solar photovoltaic & wind), and approximately 1,931 tons of carbon dioxide emission reductions.

· MassCEC funded the Solar Training Center for the Upper Cape Technical High School, which provides hands on demonstration equipment for renewable energy and energy efficiency.
