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Hello, I’m Governor Patrick.  I am so sorry I can’t be with you in person, but I want to thank all of you for marking this extraordinary milestone.
20 years ago a Democratic Congress and a Republican President came together and worked together with more than a hundred groups from every sector of our society: the disability community, the civil rights and other social justice advocates, labor leaders, business leaders – and through them our entire nation decided to live up to the perennial challenge of equality.  The ADA is one of the most significant pieces of civil rights legislation of the 20th century.

As Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights in the Clinton Justice Department in the 1990s, I had the honor of helping to develop the rules and the case law, ensuring that businesses, municipalities and buildings were in compliance.
In the 20 years since the ADA was signed into law, the changes have been extraordinary.  Chair lifts at public buildings.  Braille on directories.  Curb cuts at intersections.  Elevators in public transit stations.  Designated seating at movies and sports stadiums.  And hundreds of thousands of folks who have been able to find or keep jobs.  The little blue wheelchair signs dotting our streetscapes and buildings.  All of this and more are thanks to the ADA: a new era of independence and respect for the disabled members of our communities.
But our work is not done.  People with disabilities still face significant barriers to independence.  We’ve worked at this in my administration.  We are implementing our plan to make state government a Model Employer of people with disabilities, reviewing hiring and promotion practices and tackling misconceptions.  We’ve made Community First the state’s housing policy.  We implemented the State’s first Olmstead Plan.

We need you, your advocacy and support, just like we did to get the ADA passed in the first place.  And we need your contributions not just on matters of disability policy and enforcement, but on all questions that affect the quality of life and dignity of our people.
Over the last 20 years, the ADA has brought us closer than ever before to true inclusion.  I’m so excited to continue this journey with all of you.
Thank you again, and congratulations.
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