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· Today, I have the distinct pleasure of announcing my nomination of Margot Botsford to the Supreme Judicial Court.  
· Judge Botsford’s brilliance as a jurist on the Superior Court and as a prosecutor and a litigator of civil matters, combined with her deep empathy for people, make her an ideal choice to serve the Commonwealth on the oldest appellate court in continuous existence in the Western Hemisphere.  

· This appointment, as you know, is precipitated by the untimely death of a great public servant and legal scholar, Justice Martha B. Sosman.  Though we mourn her loss, I am confident that Judge Botsford brings the same reverence for the law and commitment to intellectual rigor that characterized Justice Sosman’s service.

·  Judge Botsford’s legal career reflects both breadth and depth.  She is a graduate of Northeastern University School of Law and the Master’s program in Public Administration of the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard.  She began her career as a law clerk to former SJC Justice Francis J. Quirico.  After a brief stint at a Boston law firm (well known to us both, though at different times!), she turned to public service and worked as an Assistant Attorney General for several years.  Later, she formed the law firm of Rosenfeld, Botsford & Krokidas.  She eventually returned to public service as an Assistant District Attorney in Middlesex County for six years, before being appointed to the Superior Court in 1989.  

· Judge Botsford has received universal acclaim for her meticulous and scholarly work on the Superior Court, for her collegiality both on and off the bench, for her willingness to make the tough call, for her deep sense of fairness, and for her practical understanding of the challenges real people face in their lives.

·  I wish to thank the Judicial Nominating Commission, chaired by Lisa Goodheart, for its deliberate, thorough and thoughtful consideration of a field of highly-qualified candidates.  I also wish to thank the Joint Bar Committee for its participation in the process and endorsement of Judge Botsford.  
· I think it was Louis Pasteur who said that “chance comes to the well prepared.”  In my view, Judge Botsford is eminently well prepared to serve the Commonwealth as a Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court.  I look forward to working with the Governor’s Council to confirm this nomination, and to the many contributions Justice Botsford will make to the advance of justice.   

· It is my pleasure to introduce Judge Margot Botsford. 
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