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Thank you, Avner, for the warm introduction and welcome to your “home away from home”
Acknowledgements 
Good afternoon.  I understand that many of you will be participating in an important conversation regarding the field of patient safety this afternoon.  I want to thank all of you for your work to address this critical need in our health care system. It’s about  quality of care and cost control and it’s important that we do what it takes to make a difference on both fronts.  Before you begin, I’d like to say a word about why I’m excited to be here. 
As some of you may know, in March I travelled to Israel and the UK with leaders from the Massachusetts life sciences and biotech sectors, from clean tech and alternative energy, from IT, from financial services, and also from public and private universities.  We met with our counterparts at very high levels.  Our goal was to solidify Massachusetts’ place as a worldwide leader in the innovation industries and make our case abroad for the jobs, investment and businesses that will assure growth of opportunity in the future.  

It was both an exhilarating and an exhausting trip.  And a productive one.  We signed agreements between Massachusetts and the Government of Israel to coordinate research and development and scale up the work that Massachusetts and Israeli innovators are already doing.  We built relationships with key business leaders and encouraged them to make Massachusetts their “home away from home.” 
I am thrilled that EarlySense has chosen to do just that.  With the opening of their new US headquarters in Waltham, EarlySense has made a commitment to put people to work in the thriving life sciences economy here in Massachusetts.  The technology produced by EarlySense has the potential to reduce health care costs and increase quality of care, one of my Administration’s top priorities.  This kind of collaboration and partnership, between the private sector, academia and government, that will enable us to compete effectively in today’s global economy and improve our health care system.
As a direct result of our trade mission, tomorrow we will formally announce the opening of applications for the Massachusetts-Israel Innovation Partnership which will encourage and support innovation and entrepreneurship between our respective life sciences, clean energy and technology sectors.  This $2 million grant program will promote research collaborations, industrial partnerships and commercialization of new technologies and expand opportunity and job growth both in Massachusetts and in Israel. 

This collaboration, like the Life Sciences Initiative or the trade missions, are all parts of a growth strategy.  Based on education, innovation and infrastructure.
And today we’re growing jobs faster than 46 other states. Our unemployment rate is well below the national average, our economy is expanding at three times the national growth rate, and CNBC has ranked us the sixth best place in America to do business.  Our bond rating has not only remained strong, but gotten stronger -- we are one of only three states in America whose fiscal outlook is currently positive.

None of this is happening by accident.  It’s happening because we are making choices about winning the future, because we have a growth strategy that we are sticking to.  And it’s happening because we are aggressively and proactively competing in the global economy for every single job that is out there.  

Because we have the talent, the tradition of invention, the venture capital, and the ideas that investors desire.  We have a long history of standard setting for the whole Nation, in health care and beyond.  We can compete and so we will compete – for every job, in every industry, in every corner of the Commonwealth and around the world.  

I wish you all a productive and engaging conversation this afternoon and I look forward to working with you in the future.
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