Governor Patrick INVESTS IN the south coast TO BUILD A BETTER, STRONGER COMMONWEALTH
From day one, Governor Patrick has focused on strengthening communities by investing in people, providing the services that help them help themselves and creating the jobs that will help us all bridge to a better tomorrow. The Governor is committed to building a better, stronger Commonwealth brick-by-brick, neighborhood-by-neighborhood and is investing in the city and residents of the South Coast in the following ways:
· Improving our Infrastructure.  Through the Accelerated Bridge Program and with the help of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), Governor Patrick is putting people to work fixing our broken roads and bridges, which have suffered from decades of neglect, and building the projects that promise to provide lasting economic benefits.

· Governor Patrick in August 2009 released the South Coast Rail Economic Development and Land Use Corridor Plan that estimates the South Coast Rail project will stimulate nearly $500 million in new economic activity and raise household income by more than $150 million, while creating thousands of new jobs.  

· The $34 million Design/Build ARRA project involves construction of a full access interchange between Exits 8 and 9 on Route 24 in Fall River/Freetown.


· The $186 million massive, multi-year, four-stage Brightman Street Bridge Replacement project to relocate Route 6 over the Taunton River between Fall River and Somerset moved quickly during the 2009 construction season.  


· $125 million Accelerated Bridge Program project to replace the entire superstructure of the Route 79 Fall River Bridge, including all connecting ramps, and repair its deteriorated concrete portions.
· The $16 million Accelerated Bridge Program (ABP) I-195 Braga Bridge over the over the Taunton River project is a cleaning and painting of the main truss span.

· $2 million in 2009 through the MORE program in order to install new roadways. The investment will help leverage the development of the Tanzio Road Business Park. The project is also expected to create 200 jobs. 

· Investing in People & the Future. In the midst of the worst economic downturn in 80 years, the Governor’s budget preserves services that make a difference in people’s lives and promise to make the Commonwealth stronger now and for the long term.

· Education: Maintains the Governor’s historic commitment to public schools on the South Coast and across the Commonwealth; preserves level funding for state and community colleges; and increases support for early childhood education. 
· MassCEC funded a regional training center for energy efficiency skills training at Bristol Community College, one of seven community colleges throughout the state. This is part of MassGreen, the energy efficiency skills initiative funded with $1.875 million from the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative.

· Local Aid: Protects critical state funding for communities on the South Coast and communities across the Commonwealth to preserve essential public safety, education and public works services. Protecting local aid means there will be less pressure at the municipal level to raise property taxes and increase burdens on families and seniors.

· Job Training: The Governor has invested funds in job training and support services to equip local workers with the skills they need to compete in a 21st Century economy.
· Last spring, The Patrick-Murray Administration directed over $4.6 million in federal recovery funds to make immediate investments in job training and support services for dislocated workers, low-income youths and adults in the Bristol Workforce Investment Area (WIA).  
· Since 2007, the Patrick-Murray Administration has made over $3.1 million in grants awards available through the Workforce Training Fund to the Bristol WIA to provide skill development programs to 5,340 individuals.

· Through private and public collaboration, the Patrick-Murray Administration has awarded a total of $1.6 million in grants that have gone to programs within Bristol County that have expanded overall workforce training, provided job programs for young people, and established clean energy and healthcare education opportunities at Bristol Community College. 

· Energy and the Environment:  Governor Patrick has invested funds in projects that will reduce water pollution statewide, as well as parks and recreation projects that will enhance the Commonwealth’s natural habitats. 
· DFG’s Division of Marine Fisheries distributed more than $2.9 million in federal funds to commercial shellfishermen in 2007 and 2009 to make up for losses caused by long term closures of clamming flats due to red tide.

•
DFG’s Division of Marine Fisheries distributed more than $12 million in federal funds to commercial groundfishermen to reimburse the fleet for income lost due to restrictive federal fishing regulations under Framework 42.
· DCR invested $8.5 million in major capital improvements at the Horseneck Beach Reservation, including a new first aid station and public restrooms, improved accessibility to the beach and campground and several environmentally friendly improvements such as boardwalks to protect dune flora and fauna; energy efficient lighting, ventilation, and building materials; and composting toilets and cold-water showers expected to help decrease water usage by at least 50 percent.

