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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy (PML), also known as progressive multifocal leukoencephalitus, is a rare and usually fatal viral disease characterized by the destruction of cells that produce myelin, an oily substance that helps protect nerve cells, causing progressive damage or inflammation of the white matter of the brain and spinal cord multiple locations; and
W

hereas PML occurs almost exclusively in people with severe immune deficiencies, such as organ transplant patients on immunosuppressive medications, patients receiving certain types of chemotherapy, patients receiving certain medications for multiple sclerosis or psoriasis, or patients who have HIV/AIDS; and
W

hereas PML is caused by the JC virus, which is normally present in 85 to 90% of the world's populace whom have had the chickenpox, and kept under control by a healthy immune system; immunosuppressive drugs prevent the immune system from controlling the JC virus; and
W

hereas Symptoms of PML include weakness or paralysis, vision loss, impaired speech and cognitive deterioration,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim September 2014, to be, 
Progressive multifocal leukophalopathy Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this ninth day of June, in the year two thousand and fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-eighth.








By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
