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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Diseases of the heart are the nation’s leading cause of death and stroke is the third leading cause of death; and 
W

hereas Cardiovascular diseases (CVD) claim the lives of over 460,000 American females, about one death per minute, each year; and 
W

hereas According to the American Heart Association, each year, 53% of all cardiovascular disease deaths 
occur in females, as compared to 47% in men, and about 32,800 more females than males die from a stroke; and
W

hereas In 2008, the cost of cardiovascular diseases and stroke in the US is estimated at $448.5 billion; and

W

hereas According to the American Heart Association, more women die of cardiovascular disease than the next five leading causes of death combined, including all cancers; and 
W

hereas The American Heart Association's "Go Red for Women" campaign is designed to raise women's awareness of the magnitude of cardiovascular disease and to inspire women to make positive changes in their lives that could help reduce their risk of cardiovascular disease and stroke, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim February 2008, to be
American Heart Month  
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this thirteenth day of February, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
