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Good evening, I’m Governor Patrick.  I’m sorry I can’t be with you all tonight but I wanted to send my thanks and congratulations to the ADL for 100 years of service and to Mary Bonauto, for her exceptional advocacy.  

What the ADL does here in Massachusetts and around the world is extraordinary.  ADL’s commitment to securing justice and fair treatment for all makes communities better.  You stand up against hate, racism and discrimination and for our civil and constitutional rights.  And maybe most importantly, you pass those essential lessons on to the next generation.

And Mary, it was your critical role in our SJC’s 2003 decision in the Goodridge case that made marriage equality for all. You understood better than most that gays and lesbians, like blacks and whites a generation ago, want nothing more than to be ordinary.   

Your determination, tenacity, passion and compassion ever since, through organizations like the ADL and GLAD, has made marriage equality the law of the land now in 11 other states and D.C.  Let’s hope we can say that about the entire country before too long.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mary, thank you for the work that you do to support equality for all Americans.  And thank you to the ADL for 100 years of reminding us of what the best of America is all about.  

Enjoy your evening.  




