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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Children are the Commonwealth’s greatest resource and deserve our utmost protection and care; and
W

hereas Among the most important issues facing us today, child abuse and neglect crosses all cultural, ethnic, economic and social lines; and
W

hereas Massachusetts ranks fourth in the nation in the number of reported cases of child abuse and 
neglect; and
W

hereas The best means to prevent child abuse and neglect is by providing Massachusetts parents with the skills, information and resources they need and deserve to be the best parents they can be; and
W

hereas Hundreds of family-serving professionals in communities throughout the state should be appropriately trained and honored for the work they do to provide those skills, information and resources to parents; and
W

hereas The Family Support Center is a public-private partnership that leads statewide efforts to support parents, strengthen families and fund, evaluate and promote the work of more than 100 Massachusetts agencies that work with children, parents and families; and
W

hereas Protecting children and preventing child abuse and neglect in our great Commonwealth requires the participation and partnership of every Massachusetts citizen, business leader and family-service professional, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim April 2008, to be,
Child Abuse Prevention Month 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twenty-fifth day of March, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth        

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
