DRAFT
Governor Deval L. Patrick
Montreal Council on Foreign Relations
Friday, October 11, 2013

Thank you for having me today and for allowing me to take a little bit of time to make the case for Massachusetts.  We have a lot in common with Quebec and Canada and I know that strengthening our ties will lead to mutual economic growth. 

Canada is our Commonwealth’s largest export partner.  Last year, Massachusetts exported approximately $3.5 billion in goods and services to Canada, and the two-way exchange was $11.1 billion in 2012.  Through July 2013, the Commonwealth’s exports to Canada have increased by more than 5 percent over the same period last year.  Our top exports to Canada include industrial machinery, medical devices, and aerospace components, in addition to fish & shellfish.

Approximately 20,000 Massachusetts residents work for Canadian-owned companies and over 160,000 jobs in the Commonwealth are dependent on trade with Canada.  The Institute of International Education reported that in 2012 over 2200 Canadian students attended Massachusetts colleges and universities – representing the 4th largest contingent of international students in the Commonwealth.

Canada and Massachusetts are already significant trading partners and there is much more we can mutually gain.  This trip is about capitalizing on our strengths in clean tech, life sciences, digital health, gaming, and other innovative industries.

But really, what I want you to know is what we are doing in Massachusetts to stay competitive, keep up with the global marketplace and grow jobs and economic opportunity that will outlast our own generation.  I want you to know why Massachusetts is an attractive place for your businesses to flourish, today, and for years to come.  A big part of that is the growth strategy we are pursuing today.  

I have spent most of my career in the private sector.  One of the things that worried me about the companies I worked in or with was the overemphasis on managing for the next quarter, on getting short-term results sometimes at the expense of the firm’s long-term interests.  That behavior has crept into the way we govern in America, where we govern for the next election cycle, or the next news cycle, instead of for the next generation.

So, we brought a different approach, emphasizing the things that would leave a lasting improvement in the strength of our Commonwealth – by growing opportunity.  Specifically, we have pursued a strategy of investing in education, innovation and infrastructure.

We invest in education because education is our global calling card and our economic edge.  The world needs well-prepared young minds and mid-career talent and with nearly 300 colleges and universities within an hour and a half of downtown Boston, brainpower is our abundant natural resource. 

We have made record investments in our public universities and community colleges.  That means no tuition and fee increases in the coming year.  That also means we are on a path to better balancing the public’s role in funding public higher education. 
We are funding our public schools at record levels.  To my mind, nothing is more important than that. 

We are unifying our community college system so they can be more responsive to employers’ needs for skilled workers, helping more people get back to work and providing our employers with the skilled workers they need to be successful. 

Enrollment is up in public higher ed and there are truly remarkable and innovative programs happening on every campus.  More and more people are getting their chance at the American Dream at our schools.

We invest in innovation because enabling and encouraging industries that depend on brainpower is the best way to take advantage of the knowledge explosion happening in the world economy today. 

We invest in infrastructure because rebuilding our roads, rails, bridges, expanding broadband to every community, building new classrooms and labs and more affordable housing gives private initiative and personal ambition the platform for growth.  

Education, innovation, infrastructure.  It’s a strategy proven through history.   And it’s working for us today.

Massachusetts has climbed out of recession faster than most other states and is growing twice as fast as the national growth rate.  Earlier this year the Labor Department reported that we have re-gained all the jobs lost in the Great Recession, one of the first states in America to have achieved this milestone.

We are first in the nation in student achievement, economic competitiveness, entrepreneurial activity, health care coverage, veterans services and energy efficiency.

Massachusetts has emerged as the top international supercluster in the life sciences and biotech, and as a national leader in clean and alternative energy, with double-digit year-over-year job growth in the latter sector in each of the last few years.  

We are re-investing in our advanced manufacturing sector and because of that we are making more of the things we invent in our innovation economy.  In fact, precision or advanced manufacturing is in the midst of a quiet renaissance.  Our companies have transformed from the traditional image of mass-manufacturing to a new industry built with innovative technology, custom design, high quality, and international competitiveness.

Health care is a major part of who we are as Commonwealth, because we (like you) believe that health care is public good, and every resident deserves access to quality, affordable care.  We successfully implemented the 2006 health care reform law, and today virtually every resident in the Commonwealth is insured.  More private companies offer insurance to their employees than ever before.  Over 90 percent of our residents have a primary care physician.  Primary care is less likely to be delivered in expensive emergency rooms.  Preventive care is up. Health disparities are down among women, minorities and low-income people.  Most importantly, on many measures, we are healthier.  

In other words, health care reform works in Massachusetts.  And, by the way, it will work in America, too.  Now we are setting the pace for the nation again by tackling the next challenge:  the high cost of health care.  

I’m also pleased to report that our budgets are balanced and on-time, our bond rating is the highest in our history, and we have one of the largest rainy day funds in America.

Another important part of our strategy, which is relevant to many of you here, are our efforts to strengthen our global relationships and partnerships because we know, if we are to remain competitive in our 21st century global economy, we must fight for every job in every corner of the Commonwealth and the world. 

I have traveled to China, Israel, Great Britain, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ireland, and am spending a few busy and productive days in Canada, because we know that if we want to maintain our edge in the innovation economy sectors where we lead the world, we must position ourselves for success in both established and emerging markets. 

Seeking foreign direct investment and promoting collaboration with global markets in innovation are central to our strategy to bring growth and opportunity to Massachusetts.  

We are already seeing these missions come to fruition.  We have welcomed UK based companies and Israeli Biotech firms to Massachusetts.  We have signed MOU’s that are allowing us to collaborate in clean energy, life sciences biotech and education sectors with both emerging and established markets. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]None of this is by accident.  It’s the result of a clear strategy for long-term growth and disciplined execution -- even during a global economic collapse.  We believe that, though government cannot solve every problem in everybody’s life, if we all work together, we can help people help themselves.  I look forward to working together. 
Thank you. 
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