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Good morning and thank you for coming.  This is an exciting conference, “Revolutionary Green: Innovations for Global Sustainability.”  While the revolution you will be talking about at this conference may not feature tea parties and muskets, it is a revolution of no less importance.  It is a revolution of technology, of consciousness, and of everyday habits that will help move us towards a global society that provides opportunity and sustenance for everyone while preserving the planet that sustains us all. 
There are myriad small steps that lead to societal change.  In Massachusetts, we are playing our part by challenging our public agencies to conserve energy and make more use of renewables.  Through a task force I formed, we are calling on the development and design communities to give us Zero Net Energy Buildings for the future.  Through the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, we are putting a price on carbon emissions from power plants, a trailblazing cap-and-trade program.  And we are promoting energy efficiency through our utilities and a regional Low Carbon Fuel Standard to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from vehicle fuels. 
You understand that the value of building green is that it saves on operating costs while reducing fossil fuel consumption and greenhouse gas emissions.  But for much of the development community, green building is still exotic.  Developers want to get on the green building bandwagon but do not always have the experience and know-how to sell the benefits of green building to their clients or tenants.  Frankly, we need to make sure we reduce or eliminate the barriers to green building that are blocking the future today.

In July, I signed into law a comprehensive energy reform bill that, among other things, tied the state’s building code to the International Energy Conservation Code, so that Massachusetts will always be building its buildings at the highest international standards.  But I want to give our communities the option to go even further. 
We are working with the state’s board of building standards to develop an optional building code that will reduce energy use 20 to 30 percent below the international standard. This super-efficient code, or “stretch” code, could be adopted by individual municipalities as a local option, an option that will give communities a new tool to reduce their carbon footprint. 
Another area where we can make progress is in “big box” stores and malls.  Few new projects of this size propose including maximum energy efficiency, or consider putting solar panels on their roofs.  For projects that are meant to stand for 20, 30 years or more, we can do better.  If you look at the announcement yesterday for this very convention hall, you see where we can go.  The BCEC is awaiting the results of a study to determine what size of solar installation the roof could support and how much money it might save on electricity.  This is the kind of forward-thinking we need from the earliest stages of development.
Today, I am calling for universal adoption of solar power and super-efficient buildings for new malls and big box stores by 2010. And I am directing my Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs to develop the technical assistance, financial incentives, and regulatory standards necessary to reach that goal in the smoothest and most cost-effective manner. 
Now, the current economic climate obviously comes into consideration, but let me be clear: my intention is not to burden the development community, but to help it seize the opportunity.  I believe that government and business are much better partners than enemies, and I think this is an example of everyone sharing a desire for the ultimate outcome.  We may need to work on the details, but everyone sees the value of more green building.   
The move toward a clean energy future -- in Massachusetts, in the U.S., and around the world -- is not a sacrifice, but an opportunity.  Whether in the field or on the construction site or in the auto plant, retooling for a clean energy future is an investment that pays dividends -- in productivity, in jobs, and in economic growth.  The time for retooling for the future is now, and we all stand to benefit.  Thank you and please enjoy the conference. 
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