Mr. Bachrach, Mr. Shattuck, and Mr. Loh
July 30, 2014
Page 4
 








July 30, 2014

George Bachrach, President
Environmental League of Massachusetts
14 Beacon St., Suite 714
 Boston, MA 02108

Peter Shattuck, Director of Market Initiatives
Environment Northeast
101 Tremont Street, Suite 401
Boston, MA 02108

Penn Loh
Tufts University
Talbot Avenue 
Medford, MA 02155

Dear Mr. Bachrach, Mr. Shattuck, and Mr. Loh:

I am in receipt of your July 29th letter outlining the reasons for your resignation from the Global Warming Solutions Act Implementation Advisory Committee (IAC).  I appreciate the contributions that you have made during your tenure, and thank you for your service.  However, I am concerned that your letter mischaracterizes the Administration's efforts related to our regional energy challenges, in particular clean energy resources and natural gas, as well as our efforts to engage with you on these topics.

It seems that what we have here is a nuanced policy difference, not a lack of dialogue.  Over the past year, while these crucial energy issues were being deliberated, you have met numerous times with officials of the highest levels of my Administration.  In fact, members 


of the IAC, including Mr. Bachrach, met with leadership at the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs to discuss the Clean Energy Resources bill and to suggest changes.

As you and I both know, the Commonwealth and the region face unprecedented energy and environmental challenges.    According to ISO-New England, more than 8,000 megawatts of electricity generation capacity – or nearly 25 percent of the entire New England generation fleet - is at risk of retiring by 2020.  With that and the rising cost of energy this past winter in mind, we cannot afford to wait to address our energy needs.  We need to be guided in our decision making by our Global Warming Solutions Act (GWSA) mandates, reliability needs and the overall economic impact on our citizens.  The Clean Energy Resources bill, contrary to how it is described in your letter, allows for all Class I Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) technologies such as on-shore wind, offshore wind, solar and large-scale hydro to compete for long-term contracts. These resources not only will help us tackle our greenhouse gas emission reduction mandate, they will enable us to address our reliability challenges by replacing fossil fuel plants with clean renewable energy.  As you know, the roadmap to ensure Massachusetts meets its goals in this arena - the Clean Energy and Climate Plan (CECP) for 2020 - specifically calls for investment in importing hydro and wind power. 

As to natural gas, I have been clear that natural gas is an imperfect bridge to our carbon free energy future.  Any regional investment in natural gas must be justified from a needs, emissions, reliability and cost perspective through a transparent, competitive process.  I have also been clear on numerous occasions that I have taken no position on the proposed Kinder Morgan pipeline project.  I am, in fact, skeptical of it.  We will carefully evaluate any proposal filed that fall within state jurisdiction, but as this is ultimately a federal decision I have encouraged the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to ensure that their process is open and transparent.  

To characterize Administration efforts with other states as “promoting a new gas pipeline crossing the Commonwealth” is simply 


[bookmark: _GoBack]inaccurate and ignores the context we are working in.  At the July 17,  IAC meeting, Secretary Vallely Bartlett and other Administration officials described the legal and regulatory questions we are exploring with other states to determine how we can best collaborate.  To describe those efforts as simply an effort to promote a particular pipeline project is inaccurate and contrary to what was discussed at the meeting.  We are working with other states in the region on a number of efforts  including examining reliability, diversity, and economic impact as we face unprecedented energy constraints.  A failure on our part to collaborate with other states on these important issues would be irresponsible.

As to our engagement with you on the IAC, I offer these observations.  The IAC has played an important advisory role regarding the implementation of the GWSA and, CECP and the development of supplemental strategies. As you point out in your letter, the IAC has provided helpful guidance to my Administration on legislation, such as the Clean Energy Resources Bill.  This bill and our regional efforts to address the very real energy challenges New England faces, have been informed by this work and the very clear direction of the CECP.  It is wrong to suggest that because this bill was not formally presented to the IAC, the Administration did not consider or incorporate the mandates or direction of our clean energy and climate priorities into the bill or the regional dialogue.  My Administration has demonstrated time and time again through our actions and with national and international recognition that we are at the forefront of responsible clean energy and climate actions.  I also understand that, at the request of IAC members, this particular bill and the status of the pipeline project were added to the IAC agenda and discussed at the most recent meeting on July 17, 2014, with Secretary Vallely Bartlett in attendance for that part of the discussion.

Over the past seven and a half years my Administration has led the region and the nation on clean energy and climate issues.  As you know our investments in innovation, education and infrastructure have led to a more robust economy, a more secure energy future and a cleaner environment not just for today but for the next generation.  I have taken our GWSA mandates, the tools provided in the Green 


Communities Act and the Green Jobs Act and put them all to work.  We have done that together.  

With the time left in this legislative session we will work to pursue our clean energy initiatives, and my Administration will continue to work on and implement a number of the initiatives described at the most recent IAC meeting, initiatives that will continue to spur clean energy and help us meet our climate goals. I thank you for your important contributions to our success, and I trust that your good work will continue to yield dividends for the people of Massachusetts for years to come.

Sincerely,


